Spanish minister holds talks in Cairo 


CAIRO (AP) — Spanish Foreign Minister Javier Solana arrived in Cairo 
Sunday and discussed with Egyptian officials the issue of Palestinian 
evictee* rad fa effect on the Middle East peace process. Mr. Solana. who 
flew in from .Damascus, met with Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
and Arab League Secretary-General Bsmat Abdul Mcguid at Cairo 
inteniationai airport immediately after his arrival. Dr. Abdul Meguid left 
for France- after dm talks to discuss Arab issues with French Foreign 


for France- after dm talks to discuss Arab issues with French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas. "The visit (by Solana) is to continue consulta- 
tions and to discuss the effect of the deportee crisis on the peace process.” 
Mr. Musa tdd reporters after the meeting. Mr. Solatia said that be 
supports the implementation of all U.N. Security Council resolutions, 
including those against Israel and Serbia. Mr. Solana is on a Middle East 
tour that has already taken him to Jordan and Syria. Israel’s expulsion of 
more Than 400 Palestinians was one of the main topics he discussed with 
officials during his trip. He has said that the expulsions are illegal and a 
bad mistake. 


ANKARA (AP) — A carbomb on Sunday killed a left-wing Turkish 
columnist known for hi& investigation of the 1981 assassination attempt on 
Pope Paul II as well as for his criticism of Islamic fundamentalism and 
f£urdish separatism. Ugur Mumcu, SO, was killed by the bomb when he 
started his car around 1:15 p.m. (1 1 15 GMT) outside his apartment in a 
high-class residential district. Mr. Mumcu, a columnist for the Istanbul 
daily Cumhuriyet, was outspoken against Islamic fundamentalism and 
Kurdish separatism and was an expert on terrorism. The “Islamic 
Salvation” claimed responsibility. It was the first time such a group, 
described as fundamentalist, had been heard of. Mr. Mumcu, a vigorous 
defender of secularism in Turkey, had reported receiving death threats 
from extremist Islamic groups. While 99 per cent of Turkey’s 57 million 
people are Muslim, the state is officially secular. Fundamentalist groups, 
clamouring for an Islamic state, have become more influential. Mr. 
Mumcu gained fame with his books on the assassination attempt against 
Pope John Paul II in Vatican City’s Si. Peter's Square in May 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Tbeir Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan 
ana Princess Sarvath returned 
home Sunday after visits to the 
United States. London and Ger- 
many. Tbeir Majesties King Hus- 
sein and Queen Noor, Royal 
family members and senior offi- 
cials received the Crown Prince 
and Princess Sarvath upon arriv- 
al. 


Qadhafi leaves Egypt 
after 1-week visit 


CAIRO (AP) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi. Sunday en- 
ded a. week of talks with Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubrak on Arab and 
intern a ti o n a l issues and departed 
for Libya. Information Minister 
Safwat A1 Sherif told reporters 
Mr. Mubarak and Colonel 
Qadhafi held a final session Sun- 
day morning, along with minis- 
ters from both countries. Mr. 
Sherif said that the two leaders 
vowed to increase cooperation 
between their people in all fields. 


PLO official 
confirms threats 


PARIS (AP) — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's repre- 
sentative in France confirmed re- 
ceiving threats but denied in an 
interview published Sunday that 
he fled France to escape assas- 
sination by Hamas, a hardline 
group of Muslim fundamentalist 
Palestinians. Ibrahim Souss, the 
PLO’s long-time representative 
to Paris, denied reports by the 
press and the French foreign 
ministry last Wednesday that he 
bad left the country. In an inter- 
view with the weekly Le Journal 
du Dhnanche, Mr. Souss was 


? uoted as saying that he notified 
tench authorities about 10 days 


French authorities about 10 days 
ago “of my worries and of threats 
against me." The authorities “did 
everything to assure my secur- 
ity,” Mr. Souss was quoted as 
saying. “On the other hand, I 
never accused Hamas. These are 
fairy tales.” The conservative dai- 
ly Le Figaro had died confiden- 
tial sources as saying that Mr. 
Souss was being hunted by a 
Hamas assassination team travel- 
ing on U.S. passports. Foreign 
ministry officials refused to con- 
firm the report but said that Mr. 
Souss had left the coutnry on an 
ordinary trip. 


French officials 
unhurt in attack in 
Somalia 


DJIBOUTI (AP) — Three 
French officials visiting the 
breakaway northern part of 
Somalia reported Sunday that 
they escaped unarmed from an 
attack by gunmen at Biirao, a 
major town. The incident took 
place during an offidal visit last 
week to Somaliland, which de- 
clared independence, from Soma- 
lia (fairing the rivil war' and famine 
that have left 300,000 people 
dead since 1991. Somaliland is 
not recognised by any foreign 
country. The offidals, represent- 
ing France’s humanitarian action 
ministry and embassy in neigh- 
bouring Djibouti, said that they 
1 came under gunfire by a group of 
armed men on their way to the 
Borao airport. The gunmen, 
appm-ently bandits, stopped the 
vehicle but eventually allowed 
the French offidals to leave for 
the airport, where they were 
flown by a Red Cross plane to 
Djibouti. 


Iran has ‘few 


political prisoners’ 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s 


prosecutor-general, A bolfazl 
Musavi-Tabrizi, said Sunday his 
country had few political prison- 
ers and that 70 per cent of all 
prisoners were jailed for drug 
crimes, Tehran Radio reported. 
The broadcast quoted Mr. 
.Musavi-Tabrizi as saying at a 
news conference that "very few" 
detainees had been jailed for 
their rinks with “groupie ts or 
anti-revolutionary elements.” In 
Iran's revolutionary parlance, 
that refers to members of the 
outlawed Iraq-based Iranian 
opposition group, Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq, or anyone in opposition to 
Iran's Islamic government. The 
Mn j ahc d cen said in a statement 
teletaxed to the Associated Press 
from Paris that Mr, Musavi- 
Tabrizi was trying to “evade the 
international repercussions of ex- 
tensive street arrests by the reg- 
ime,” The statement said there 
had been a. "dramatic increase” 
in the number of political prison- 
ers in Iran. 


Iraq denies firing at U.S. 
planes, signals impatience 

Aspin: Too early to say if Baghdad violated own truce 


Combined agency dispatches 


IRAQ DENIED Sunday that its 
anti-aircraft batteries fired a day 
earlier on U.S. warplanes and 
insisted its “ceasefire” remained 
in force. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Les 
Aspin said after the third attack 
in Iraq by U.S. warplanes since 
President Bill Clinton took office 
that it was too early to say if Iraq 
had broken its goodwill ceasefire. 

“I think it's a little soon to 
determine what’s going on here 
since the Clinton administration 
took office. I think we’re going to 
wait a couple of days to make 
sure,” the new U.S. defence chief 
said in a television interview. 

Mr. Aspin, who took over his 
post last week when Mr. Clinton 
took office, said, however, there 
was some indication Iraq was 
moving anti-aircraft missiles back 
into the southern “no-fly” zone 
but this had not been confirmed. 

“There is some indication,” 
Mr. Aspin said in an interview on 
the CBS “Face the Nation” prog- 
ramme, but be gave no details. 

A U.S. navy jet bombed a 
radar site in southern Iraq on 
Saturday after Iraqi radar 
allegedly attempted to “lock on” 
to the jet while it was on patrol. 
U.S. military officials said they 
believed the plane had been fired 
■ on from the ground. 

Iraq denied its air defences in 
the south opened fire on any U.S. 


planes Saturday and said it re- 
mained committed to its ceasefire 
declaration. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said Saturday’s U.S. attack and 
two earlier attacks in the north 
had been unprovoked. 

Mr. Aspin said the incident was 
not proof Iraq was not adhering 
to its own ceasefire, declared on 
the eve of Mr. Clinton’s inau- 
guration last Wednesday as a 
goodwill gesture. 

“I mean there's some evidence 
the pilot who thought* he was 
being fired on. and indeed fired, 
made the judgement /that some- 
thing was happening that 
threatened him and so he went 
after it\” he said. 

A spokesman for the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff said on 
Saturday: “We have made clear 
that our pilots are going to defend 
themselves when threatened.” 

U.S. offidals say their planes 
retaliated after Iraqi air defences 
locked radars onto or fired on 
U.S. planes policing the “no-fly" 
zones in northern and southern 
Iraq. 

Asked if Iraq was teasing the 
United States and violating its 
own ceasefire, Mr. Aspin said: 
"Your interpretation may be cor- 
rect but I think we need to wait 
and see a little bit.” 

The spokesman did not clarify 
which U.S. attack he was refer- 
ring to, but said be was comment- 
ing on unspecified Pentagon 


statements made Jan. 20, or 
Wednesday. There was a U.S. 
attack on northern targets the day 
before, Tuesday. 

There was no immediate U.S. 
reaction to the claim. 

The report quoted the political 
editor of the news agency as 
saying “We confronted these pro- 
vocations and aggressive acts by 
controlling our nerves.” 

In an interview with the U.S. 
CNN television network. In- 
formation Minister Hamed 
Yousef Hummadi called for 
“pragmatic, businesslike discus- 
sion” with the United States. 

He said the three recent U.S. 
attacks were “minor ones, and we 
are committed to the cease-fire,” 
but if they continued, the two 
countries could be in for a “diffi- 
cult course.” 

Nouri Al Marsoumi, a senior 
undersecretary at the Ministry of 
Culture and Information, writing 
in the Babel newspaper hinted 
that Iraq could not wait for ever 
for the u.S. to respond to its 
overtures. 

“If we want to turn this oppor- 
tunity to our advantage we have 
to view the ceasefire as one chap- 
ter in our whole struggle,” he 
wrote. 

. . “In the end, we have to choose 
the appropriate time to wage the 
war in the light of the internation- 
al situation and the practical and 
tangible attitudes of the new 
administration . ” 








A Palestinian expellee who was among the 17 who Cross offidal and met by Israeli military pofice as 

were Down to Haifa Saturday is assisted by a Red he steps out of a British heficopter winch flew him 

from Sooth Lebanon (AFP photo) 


Expelled Palestinians Say 
Israel must back down 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Palestinian expel- 
lees trapped at a freezing camp in 
South Lebanon said Sunday they 
were heartened by Israel allowing 
borne 17 of their colleagues and it 
should now back down on the 
expulsion order. 

The head of the 3% evictees 
said Israel had shown it was 
responsible for all of them. 

But Abdul Aziz Al Rantisi said 
die remaining evictees were not 
pinning hopes for an end to their 
ordeal on the Israeli high court, 
which is expected to rule on the 
expulsions this week. 

In the largest transfer of evic- 
tees since they were expelled on 
Dec. 17, four sick men and 13 of 
whom Israel said were expelled in 
error were evacuated to Haifa 
Saturday. 

In a Red Cross operation, 
three British military helicopters 
flew the 17. The Israeli army took 
the sick to a hospital in its “secur- 
ity zone” in South Lebanon and 
detained the rest. 

“By allowing the Red Cross to 
pass over its borders, Israel sent a 
clear message to the world that it 
had backed down from the expul- 
sion decision,'' Dr. Rantisi said at 
the evictees’ camp. 

“By this evacuation Israel has 
declared it is responsible for the 
health, safety and well-being of 
all the expellees. This is a dear 


reversal of tire expulsion orders,” 
Dr. Rantisi added. 

“Israel must now announce this 
and take back alt of the evictees 
in line with U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 799.” 

Dr. Rantisi, who Israel says 1 
was a leading member of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas in the Israeli-occupied 
Gaza Strip, said any high court 
decision would be directed by 
politics instead of justice. 

Some believe Prune Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin will use the high 
court to reverse the expulsion to 
block the threat of unpre- 
cedented U.N. sanctions against 
Israel. 

Israel's ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations said Sunday it did 
not expect sanctions to be taken 
soon over the expulsions and a 
final decision depended on U.S. 
President Bill Clinton (see sepa- 
rate story). 

“It would be a big defeat for 
Rabin to allow us back but he 
could say it was only the high 
court’s decision.” said Moussa 
Amr, 26, whose evacuation was 
turned down Saturday. 

Mr. Amr hobbles around the 
camp on crutches and worked in 
an ice cream factory in the West 
Bank. He says Israeli troops 
broke his right leg before expell- 
ing him. » 

“We all have to get out of here 


soon. The food is steadily getting 
worse,” he added. The group 
received bread and lentils smug- 
gled on mules over mountains to 
die camp overnight. 

The head of the Red Cross 
team that organised the evacua- 
tions Saturday said the four sick 
evictees would be taken to a 
hospital in Israel and not in the 
“security zone.” 

Some of the sick said they 
wanted to be evacuated as if they 
wqnt to a hospital in Israel they 
would be nearer their homes in 
the occupied territories and could 
be visited by^tiietr families. 

Israeli troops! barred journalists 
from seeing the four sick men in a 
hospital in the town of Mar- 
jayoun, where they joined an 
evictee who was evacuated by 
U.N. helicopter two weeks ago. 

Most of the 13 returned Satur- 
day were bundled off to a desert 
detention camp in southern 
Israel. The rest, including two 
men to be released after ques- 
tioning, were jailed. 

In Damascus, Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafik Al Hariri- had 
talks with Syrian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Al Zoubi on Sunday 
The official Syrian news agency 
(SANA) said both stressed the 
“necessity of the implementation 
of the international legitimacy to 
return th&t/expeUeqi to their 
homes,” W 


Babel often floats ideas that 
never appear in the state-run 
newspapers. 

In another development, a 
senior Iraqi military official 
asserted that the Jan. 17 Amer- 
ican cruise missile strike on the 
downtown Al Rashid hotel was 
deliberate, not accidental as the 
Pentagon has said. Iraq said two 
civilians were killed. 

Sunday’s statement was the 
third denial of hostile action in 
the “no-fly" zones. 

The Iraqi statement suggested 
the West was fabricating its re- 
ports but did not give a clue what 
the motive might be. 

Iraqi newspapers Sunday in- 
vited President Clinton to settle 
issues with Iraq through dialogue. 
They made no mention of the 
latest clash. 

In *'■- latest incident Saturday 
nigh;, three aircraft — one A-6 
intruder and two FA-18 fighters 
— were flying a routine nighttime 
patrol over the southern air ex- 
clusion zone. Pentagon offidals 
said. 

According to the offidals, the 
Iraqis fired flares, anti-aircraft 
atfillery and directed search radar 
at the warplanes. 

Defence department spokes- 
man Michael Doble said the A-6 
dropped a 450- kilogramme laser- 
guided bomb in response. There 
was no immediate assessment of 
damage. 


(Cootmned on page 5) 


2 killed in 
S. Lebanon 


bomb blast 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — Two 
guerrillas were killed when a 
roadside bomb they were plant- 
ing exploded prematurely inside 
Israel’s seif-prodaimed “security 
zone” in South Lebanon, security 
officials said Sunday. 

The offidals said the bomb 
went off shortly after midnight 
(2200 GMT Saturday) in the vil- 
lage of Tallousa, about 20 
kilometres southwest of Mar- 


jayoun. 

The identities of the dead men 
were not immediately known, 
said the offidals, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

They said a patrol of the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia found 
another roadside bomb in Die 
same area Sunday morning. The 
SLA is headquartered m Mar- 
jayoun. 

In Israel, an army spokes- 
woman, who cannot be identified 
according to regulations, gave a 
similar account of the incident. 

She said the bomb exploded 
prematurely, lolling the two guer- 
rillas. According to Israeli army 
sources, the nature of the charge 
and its pladng indicated the guer- 
rillas likely were members of 
Hizbollah (Party of God). 

FGzbollah had no immediate 
comment. 

On Saturday, a bomb went off 
as an Israeli patrol drove on a 
road opposite a duster of villages 
controlled by the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah. 

Two Israeli soldiers were killed 
and one wounded in the blast. 

An Israeli spokeswoman said 
the explosion took place two 
kilometres from the village of 
Kfar Ronman at 3 p.m. (1300 
GMT). Israeli military censors 
banned publication of the news 
for eight hours. 

The soldiers were Israel’s first 
casualties in South Lebanon this 
year. 

Lebanese sources reported ear- 
lier that one Israeli soldier was 
killed and two were wounded 
when a bomb blasted an Israeli 
patrol in Lebanon. 

Israel retaliated Saturday with 
a helicopter raid on suspected 
guerriHa strongholds in its first air 
assault on Lebanon this year. 

The raid was followed by three 
hours of shelling during which 
two Lebanese Red Cross volun- 
teers were wounded. 

Israel carved out the 1,100- 
square-kilometre zone in South 
Lebanon in 1985 










Wr r;'. 





41 “’'V ». ' -• 

**• 


sii 

: itf 


,r.*a #»>£•* 





IN SEARCH OF REFUGE: A famil y belongings, abandoning its home in Serb- held 

crosses the River Drina on a raft with aD tiieir Bosnian territory to escape fighting (see story on 

AFP photo page 8) 


House defers debate on civil 
service upon Cabinet request 


By Ayman Al Safari! 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Sunday put off till 
next week what one deputy ex- 
pected to be heated “exchange of 
views” between the House and 
the government on civil service 
employment. 

The postponement came at the 
request of the government, which 
asked for more time to gather 
information from ministries and 
other public agencies on em- 
ployees they have hired since 
1990. 

On Jan. 13, fifteen deputies 
asked that the House debate civil 
service appointments since the 
beginning of 1990 until the end of 
1992 to check against alleged 
unfairness and favouritism in 
granting work opportunities to 
job seekers. 

And in order to have a serious 
and objective debate of a per- 
ceived imbalance that could in- 
tensify the social threat of unem- 
ployment, the deputies asked the 
government for a list of the 


names and graduation dates of all 
citizens hired by government 
agencies and public companies in 
foe last three years. 

Citing procedural irregular- 
ities, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Education Minister Thouqan Al 
Hindawi said the government was 
not infallible and might have 
made mistakes in awarding job 
opportunities. 

* However, Jie said, the internal 
regulations of the House pro- 
vided proper channels for ques- 
tioning the government on such 
an issue after Deputy Saleem Al 
Zoubi said the debate might lead 
to a vote of no-confidence in the 
government. 

Mr. Hindawi said the deputies 
had no legal grounds for deman- 
ding the list since article 104 of 
the internal regulation, according 
to which the deputies made the 
request, allows only for an ex- 
change of views between toe gov- 
ernment and the House on issues 
of public interest. 

Deputy Hosni Shiyab said the 
deputies were not aiming for a 
vote of no-confidence in toe gov- 


ernment and had the legal 
grounds for de manding the fat. 

The House then decided to 
debate the issue on its session 
Sunday without settling the de- 
bate or asking the government for 
toe list. Mr. Zoubi. president of 
toe House's Judiciary Commit- 
tee, told toe Jordan Times Sun- 
day that he would insist that the 
government provide the list in 
addition to a similar .onejtetaiHng 
'names and specialities and dates 
of graduation of job applicants 
who have not been appointed 
when the issue is open for discus- 
sion next Sunday. 

Expecting “imbalances and un- 
fairness” in awarding job oppor- 
tunities. Mr. Zoubi said ministers 
whose ministries are found to 
have allowed such imbalances 
must resign. 

The debate of this issue will 
present a test to the deputies* 
performance in tackling one of 
many issues related to citizen’s 
right to equal treatment, he said. 

Also on Sunday, the House 


(Court— ed on page 5) 


Israel hopes U.S. will 
offer continued shield 


Syria urges 
Clinton to 


against U.N. sanctions save P eace 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
said Sunday it did not expect 
U.N. sanctions soon over its 
Palestinian expulsions but a final 
decision depended on new U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

Arab and non-aligned states 
want the U.N. Security Council 
to impose its first ever sanctions 
on Israel for the more than 400 
expulsions to Lebanon by Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on Dec. 
17. 

Israel's U.N. Ambassador Gad 
Yaacobi said he did not expect 
sanctions soon from the Security 
Council despite its Dec. 18 re- 
solution demanding Israel take 
back the expellees caught in 
South Lebanon. 

“We have reason to believe 
that at the council meeting, even 
if it takes place at the weekend, 
the most that will be discussed are 
deadlines for carrying out toe 
Security Council resolution and 
no more,” Mr. Yaacobi told 
Israel Radio. 

“Ail the rest depends on the 
decision of the U.S. president 
and even the heads of the U.S. 
delegation here (at the United 
Nations) don't know yet what will 
be his position if and when there 
will be a question of sanctions,” 
he said. 

Israel's ambassador to the U.S. 


said Saturday he was confident 
the new U.S. administration 


would prevent U.N. sanctions 
from being imposed on the Jew- 
ish state. 

Zalman Shoval told Israel 
Radio he does not believe Presi- 
dent Clinton’s new government 
would want to be the first U.S. 
administration during whose term 
of office sanctions were imposed 
on Israel. 

“I am convinced that the new 
administration, as with the out- 
going one, wants to prevent this 
possibility,” Mr. Shoval said. 

Israel- hopes the United States 


would veto any Security Council 
move to impose sanctions. 
Washington is Israel's closest ally 
and broker of the Middle East 
peace talks that are endangered 
by the expulsion crisis. 

Mr. Clinton called Mr. Rabin 
Saturday but an Israeli spokes- 
man would neither confirm nor 
deny Israeli news reports the 
U.S. leader promised that the 
Security Council would not vote 
before an Israeli high court rules 
on the legality of the expulsions. 

A ruling is expected later this 
week. 

Israeli offidals said Mr. Clin- 
ton might send Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher to the region 
to grapple with the expulsions, 
widely condemned as a violation 
of international law. 

Israel refuses to comply with 
the U.N. resolution. 

British military helicopters 
plucked 17 Palestinians from the 
icy tent camp Saturday, taking 
four to hospital and 13 to Israel. 
Israel said toe 13 had been expel- 
led by mistake (see separate 
story). 

Arab states, dting a double 
standard between U.N. action 
towards Iraq and Israel, demand 
sanctions to force Israel to comp- 
ly with the U.N. resolution. 

U.N. Secretary -General Bout- 
ros Ghaii has said he will recom- 
mend further unspecified steps 
against Israel. His enovy, rebuf- 
fed on a third U.N. mission to 
Israel last week, said the Security 
Coundl’s patience had run out. 

U.N. envoy Chinmaya. 
Gharekhan had a long meeting 
with Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghaii Friday but declined any 
substantive comment to repor- 
ters. 

He said he expected to confer 
with the secretary-general again 
but did not know when Dr. Ghaii 


process 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria Sunday urged new U.S. 
President Bill Clinton to save 
Arab- Israeli peace talks from 
“stagnation and stalemate.” 

Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa told Reuters he wanted 
the Clinton administration to 
back U.N. resolutions relating to 
the Middle East conflict. 

“We hope the Clinton adminis- 
tration will do its best to save the 
peace talks from stagnation or 
stalemate in light of the deporta- 
tion question and other obstacles 
the Israeli government is putting 
in the face of successful peace 
talks,” Mr. Sharaa said after talks 
with Spanish Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana. 

Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and 
Palestinian team began talks with 
Israel more than a year ago but 
they have made little progress. 
The Palestinians say they will 
attend no more rounds until 
Israel reverses its Dec. 17 expul- 
sion of some 400 Palestinians. 

Mr. Sharaa said President 
Hafez Al Assad had told Mr. 
Solana that Europe could help 
the cause of peace by ensuring 
Israel and the Arabs were treated 
equally. 

"President Assad said Europe 
can play a more active role if it 
had the desire to be neutral and 
not biased to Israel against the 
Arabs if one standard is used and 
not a double standard in looking 
at U.N. resolutions,” he said. 

Mr. Share’s comments echoed 
those in Syria’s ruling party news- 
paper Sunday, which urged new 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to visit the Middle 
East soon and said a just settle- 
ment was possible if the West 
put pressure on Israel. 

Al Baath said in an editorial an 
early visit by Mr. Christopher 


(CoBtiaiied on page 5) 
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Two Somali children hold on io the barbed wire of Mogadishu's 
movements of the allied forces (AFP pholol 


'green line” as they watch the 



ef officials seek American 
itary protection in Somalia 


MOGADISHU <AP) — Relief 
officials said they asked the U.S. 
military Saturday for more pro- 
tection after a series of attacks on 
aid workers in the Somalian 
capital. 

Bandits attacked aid workers 
five times in broad daylight with- 
in an hour Friday in north Moga- 
dishu. firing on (he vehicles of 
relief organisations and leaving a 
Swedish doctor and three Som3li 
jid workers injured. The vehicle 
in which the Swede was riding 
ais riddled with eight bullets; 
gunmen looted another vehicle. 

The attacks took place about 
250 metres from the United Na- 
tion* 1 Children s Fund (UNICEF), 
which had one of its vehicles shot 
at. said relief officials. Also 
targeted were vehicles of the In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross tlCRC). Save the 
Children, and Swedrelief. a 
Swedish relief agency which 
works closely with UNICEF in 
Somalia. 

■'We’re very concerned about 
the security situation." said Ian 
Macleod. a UNICEF spokesman. 
He said that security in north 
Mogadishu had not improved 
since U.S. and other internation- 
al forces arrived in Somalia on 
Dec. 9 to restore law and order 
and rebuild the country from 
devastating famine 3nd civil war 
that claimed 350.000 lives last 
year. 

Their mission was to make 
Somalia safe enough so that relief 
workers could freely deliver food 
to the starving and care f - . .he ill. 

Meanwhile, the opening round 
of preliminary talks among Soma- 
lia's warring factions to set an 
agenda for a national reconcilia- 
tion conference to unite the law- 
less country broke off abruptly 
Friday in Addis Ababa. Ethiopia, 
.imid accusations of ceasefire 


violations and the killing of civi- 
lians. U.N. spokesman Farouk 
Mawlawi said. 

The recent attacks on relief 
workers could constrain UNICEF 
aid to 25 feeding centres and 20 
medical clinics in the northern 
Mogadishu area and could curtail 
vaccination of children. Mr. Mac- 
Leod said. UNICEF is the largest 
relief agency operating in north 
Mogadishu. 

"UNICEF activities wiJJ con- 
tinue in north Mogadishu but it 
will be increasingly difficult to 
undertake those if there is not 
more security provided.” he said. 

Army Lieutenant-Colonel 
Steve Ritter, a U.S. military 
spokesman, said he was unaware 
of the UNICEF request for more 
security. "We continue patrol- 
ling the area, sending as many as 
30 patrols out everyday." he said. 

"It's a lot safer environment 
than when the Marines landed 45 
days ago." Col. Ritter main- 
tained. T can say that unequivo- 
cally. There are a lot fewer guns 
on the street and incidents of 
gunfire.” 

The northern half of Moga- 
dishu is controlled by forces loyal 
to Ali Mahdi Mohammad. The 
southern half is held by perhaps 
the country's most powerful fi- 
gure, Mohammad Farrah 
Aideed. The two warlords have 
been fighting for two years but 
attended a public reconciliation 
last month under U.S. pressure. 

They were among representa- 
tives of 14 factions who signed a 
ceasefire and disarmament agree- 
ment Jan. 8 thar called for a 
national reconciliation confer- 
ence on March 15. 

An ad hoc committee had 
opened talks last Friday to deter- 
mine the criteria for participation 
and the agenda of,the conference. 
But the discussions were aborted 


when one faction accused another 
of launching attacks on two vil- 
lages in central Somalia shortly 
after the ceasefire was signed. 

Col. Serge Labbe. commander 
of the Canadian joint forces in 
Somalia, said that a squadron of 
80 Canadian ' roops had been sent 
to the village of Mataban and that 
the situation there was calm. 

Col. Labbe said there had been 
civilian casualties but did not 
have specific number. 

Mr. Mawlawi said the United 
Nations was investigating the 
accusations. A second 'round of 
talks scheduled to be held in for 
Mogadishu Tuesday was up in the 
air, he said. 

In other developments: 

— Military spokesman re- 
ported rhat bandits trying to ex- 
tort money from refugees living 
in the National University of 
Somalia compound exchanged 
fire with U.S. military policemen 
Friday night. No casualties were 
reported. 

— A grenade was tossed into a 
compound in Kismayu. in south- 
ern Somalia. Col. Ritter said a 
Belgian soldier and two Somalis 
suffered minor injuries, while 
Belgian officials in Brussels said 
that five Belgian paratroopers 
and four Somali policemen were 
injured by the explosion near the 
police station. 

Reuter adds: Two Somalis were 
killed in a shootout after gunmen 
ambushed Belgian troops on 
night patrol in Kismayu Sunday, 
a U.N. official said. 

The Belgians, none of whom 
were injured, were fired upon 
from a house, spokesman Mawla- 
wi said. 

The troops surrounded and 
stormed the house, killing two 
Somalis and capturing four. 


Russian nationalist sends 
anti-U.S. volunteers to Iraq 


MOSCOW (R) — A nationalist 
Russian politician saluted a unit 
of 10 paramilitary "volunteers" at 
Moscow airport Sunday, saying 
they were flying to Iraq to fight 
America and help forge a new 
Russian army. 

Vladimir Zhirinovsky, who 
preaches a gospel of Russian im- 
perial revival, bade a solemn far- 
well to his men as they boarded 
an Aeroflot flight to the Middle 
East at Moscow’s Sheremetyevo 
airport. 

Bemused travellers looked on 
as the spectacle unfolded under 
the glare of television arc lights. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky's party seeks 
restoration of a Russian empire in 
the boundaries of 1917. including 
the three Baltic states and Fin- 
land. He won 10 per cent at 1991 
presidential elections and cam- 
paigns with boundless energy for 
influence among the population 
and in the military. 

"We must help Iraq," Mr. 
Zhirinovsky, dressed in green 
military-style uniform, told re- 


porters at the airport." “I am 
sending my fighters so they can 
renew the Russian army. Each 
new army needs its own war to 
start with. For us this is Iraq.” 

The men, mostly in their early 
20s, wearing dark blue overalls, 
black boots, black scarves and 
purple berets, were hurried 
quickly through customs formali- 
ties to passport control. They 
were carrying no arms. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky sees Kremlin 
support of the United States-Ied 
United Nations sanctions cam- 
paign against Iraq as a betrayal of 
Russian interests. He views the 
United States as an enemy of 
Russia bent on humbling his 
country and imposing an alien 
democratic culture. 

The Soviet Union Had been 
Iraq's closest military ally for two 
decades supplying arms and milit- 
ary advisers to Baghdad. But the 
then Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev condemned Iraq's in- 
vasion of Kuwait in 1990 and 
backed United Nations sanctions. 


Algerian military court 
starts conspiracy trials 


ALGIERS (R) — About 30 Mus- 
lim fundamentalists, most of 
them armed forces members, 
appeared before an Algerian 
military court Sunday facing 
charges punishable by death. 

The trial, in the Saharan desert 
town of Ouargla, started behind 
closed doors to preserve military 
secrecy, the official news agency 
APS said. 

Sitting in the red-brick tribunal 
in barracks just outside the town, 
the court rejected a demand by 
defence lawyer Abdul Razak 
Alaoui for the hearing to be held 
in public. 

The independent AJ Watan, 
usually well-informed on security 
matters, said officers were among 
the accused who had "deserted 
their barracks to join the (fun- 
damentalist) underground" and 
others who "were plotting inside 
and maintaining links” with the 
armed Islamic movement. 

State radio said on the eve of 
the trial that charges included 
conspiracy against state security 
and violation of military law. 
More than 20 of the accused were 
from the military, Algiers radio 
added. 

The newspaper L'Opinion said 
Sunday two captains, 19 lieute- 
nants and some civilians were 
among the accused. 

Algeria's armed forces are seen 
as the state's main bulwark 
against fundamentalism. Last 
June government denied rumours 
of mass desertions in the forces, 
only a small number of soldiers 
had left and taken refuge in the 
Lakhdaria region. 


Lakhdaria, a mountainous re- 
gion 50 kilometres southeast of 
Algiers, has been the scene of 
several dashes. It is among seven 
areas, including the capital, now 
under night curfew in the battle 
against activists seeking an Isla- 
mic state. 

Ouargla military court last May 
sentenced 13 men to death at a 
trial of 62 fundamentalists ac- 
cused of attacking a border post 
near Tunisia and killing and muti- 
lating three soldiers. 

On Sunday, the newspaper 
Liberte - iid the supreme court 
had rejected their appeals. Only 
presidential mercy can now save 
them from the firing squad. 

Two weeks ago, two men sent- 
enced to death last May for a raid - 
on a naval repair yard amid fun- 
damentalist unrest, were ex- 
ecuted. 

They were the first such execu- 
tions in a year of trials in which 
courts have passed capital punish- 
ment on a total of 48 men. 
including a Frenchman. 

Among the 4g were 20 Muslim,- 
activists, mostly servicemen: 
sentenced early this month for 
setting up an armed group and 
conspiring against state interests. 

Islamic militants are blamed 
for killing more than 210 mem- 
bers of the security forces since a 
state of emergency was declared 
last February. 

The decree was issued after 
unrest erupted following the au- 
thorities' cancellation of a general 
election in which the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) had taken a 
commanding lead. 
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Yemeni parties 
discuss merger 

SANAA (R) — Yemen’s two 
ruling parties are engaged in he- 
ated debates on a possible merger 
to help them win the first general 
elections since the North and 
South united in 1990. 

The Yemen Socialist Party 
prSP), which ruled former Marx- 
ist South Yemen, however, failed 
Saturday night to endorse the 
merger idea in a statement after a 
central committee meeting. * 

The statement said all efforts 
should concentrate on holding 
the elections as scheduled April 
27 and that it was willing to work 
together with all other parties to 
ensure that the polls go ahead. 

AH Saleh A1 Baidh, Yemen's 
vice president and the head of the 
YSP, told the party's meeting 
contacts with the People's Gener- 
al Congress (PGC) of President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh would con- 
tinue. 

Political sources say YSP offi- 
cials were divided on whether or 
not to merge with the PGC . 


Oman 

opposes U.S. 
attacks 
on Iraq 

DUBAI (R) — Oman opposes 
the use of force against Iraq, its 
foreign affairs chief was quoted as 
saying Sunday. 

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Yousef Ben Alawi Ben 
Abdullah also said increased de- 
pendence on Washington could 
turn Gulf Arab states into U.S. 
protectorates. 

It was the first official criticism 
from the Guff of renewed military 
confrontation between the U.S.- 
led alliance and Iraq. 

“This is not tbe correct path,'* 
he told the London-based daily 
A1 Hayat when asked about allied 
attacks in tbe Iasi ]0 days. 

"Renewed military confronta- 
tion in the region is because of 
the inability of die international 
community to push the sides to 
use diplomacy... it indicates tbe 
weakness and failure of the U.N. 
to use diplomacy,” he added. 

Confrontation will solve no- 
thing and only complicate the 
issue, be said. 

"We hope that everybody will 
use diplomacy and political nego- 
tiations." 

Oman is a member of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council alliance 
with Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Qatar. 

Gulf diplomats said the views 
of independence-minded Oman 
may not be shared by other states 
that asked the United States and 
the West to send troops to tbe 
region after Iraq's 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait and joined the war that 
ended the occupation. 

Warning Oman's neighbours 
against too much dependence on 
the United States, Mr. Ben Alawi 
said: "We should not look at the 
security of the Gulf as falling 
under the protection of the Un- 
ited States or any other country 
or else it will mean that we are 
again talking about protection 
like the British one that was in 
the Gulf until 1971.” 

Oman's Sultan Qaboos, who is 
also foreign minister, headed a 
council commission that prop- 
osed setting up a 10,000-strong 
Gulf rapid deployment force to 
act as a first' line of defence and 
reduce-the need for foreign help. 

But its council partners 
spurned the idea at a 1991 
summit. 

A2 Abram assaBs attacks 

A leading Egyptian newspaper 
Saturday attacked the U.S.-led 
allied strikes on Iraq as out of all 
proportion, asking what Israel 
and Serbia should get if Iraq 
deserved rockets and bombs. 

“Not only have the raids shown 
double standards but also a lack 
of proportionality... because they 
were decided on far away from 
the United Nations and the 
Security Council," the semi-offi- 
cial Al Ahram said in one of two 
editorials on Iraq. 

“These raids (uphold) the law 
of force and not the force of 
law.. .if Iraq deserves rockets and 
bombs, we must ask what Israel 
and Serbia deserve." the paper 
added. 

Resentment has been growing 
in the Arab and Muslim world 
that U.N. resolutions against Iraq 
have been rigorously enforced by 
Western powers who have so far 
foiled to force Israel and the 
rump Yugoslav state to comply 
with other resolutions. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton has 
continued the policy of his prede- 
cessor George Bush, launching 
two air strikes on Iraq in the past 
two days. 

“The allied powers are now 
intent on mocking Saddam Hus- 
sein with limited strikes that keep 
him in power, making him the 
guinea-pig for all their experi- 
ments in the laboratoiy of inter- 
national politics, testing out their 
taw known as the new world 
order.” the paper said in a second 
editorial. 


MIDDLE 


Gunmen kill two policemen in Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — Gunmen Sunday shot and killed two policemen 
standing guard at a railway station in Cairo and stole their 
automatic weapons, police said. A police official, who requested 
anonymityj said witnesses saw four people flee die scene after the 
shooting. The official said the identity of the assailants is still 
unknown. But the attack seems to be the work of Muslim 
extremists who frequently cany out aimed ambushes against 
police. The militants want to overthrow Egypt’s seatiar govern- 
ment and replace it with an Iran-like theocracy. They have 
traditionally attacked police and Christian Copts but started 
targeting tourists last year to embarrass the government and stnp h 
of its main source of foreign currency. Police have launched a 
massive crackdown against the militants for tbe past two months 
and arrested hundreds. Acts of revenge by the radicals are 
expected. Sunday's attack raised to three the number of people 
killed in extremist-related violence this year. Last year, 80 people 
were killed and 133 were wounded. 

Explosion at Israeli plant kills one 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A worker was killed Sunday in an explosion 
during an experiment at a government-owned armaments factory 
in a suburban area near Tel Aviv, a factory statement said. No 
other injuries were reported and damage was confined to a small 
room in the factory at Ramat Hasharon, the statement said. It said 
the explosion was apparently accidental but the cause was being 
investigated. Two explosions rocked two other military factories in 
populated areas last year, including one that killed two people, 
wounded 40 and scattered debris for kilometres along the crowded 
central coast of Israel. There were public demands at the time to 
move aQ armament factories to less populated areas. 

Pope will meet military leader in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Pope John Paul II will conduct a mass 
during his one-day visit to Sudan next month and meet with 
Sudanese military leader Omar Hassan Al Bashir, a newspaper 
said Sunday. The official English language New Horizon said the 
pontiff will lead the prayers at Khartoum’s Green Square near the 
downtown area. He also will meet with other members of 
Lieutenant-General Bashir's ruling junta and Christian church 
leaders. The Pope will stop in Khartoum for nine hours Feb. 10 on 
his way borne from an African tour intended to improve the lot of 
Christians. The trip, beginning Feb. 3. will include visits to Benin 
and Uganda. 

Man smashes window of U.N. car in Baghdad^ 

BAGHDAD (R) — A man wielding an iron bar smashed the rear 
window of a senior United Nations official's car parked outside a 
B agh dad hotel, U.N. sources said Sunday. “We are worried 
because the car belongs to the U.N. coordinator in Iraq,” an 
official told Reuters. The car was left by relief coordinator Dick 
Foran in the Al Hamra Hotel parking lot. A U.N. guard was 
sitting inside it when the incident took place Saturday night. 
"Suddenly 1 heard someone slashing and breaking down my back 
glass with an iron bar,” the guard said. “Tbe park was watched by 
hotel security but they did nothing.” He saw two men running 
away, he added. It was the first such incident reported by the U.N. 
in Baghdad sinoe U.N. weapons destruction teams returned to Iraq 
Thursday after being denied entry for two weeks. The official said a 
complaint had been lodged with Iraqi police and Mr. Foran would 
raise the matter with the Foreign Ministry. The tyres of Mr. 
Foran 's car were slashed outsidtf^another hotel last week. 

Indykto be top Mideast expert at White House 

WASHINGTON (R) — Martin Indyk, a former researcher for a 
powerful pro-Israeli lobbying group, has been appointed top 
Middle East specialist on President Bill Clinton’s National Security 
Council, his current organisation said Friday. The announcement 
came from the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, which 
Mr. Indyk has served as executive director since its founding in 
1985. Mr. Indyk. 41, has helped build the institute into one of 
Washington's most influential shapers of thinking and policy on the 
Middle East. During the 1991 Gulf war, the institute faxed daily 
analyses on Iraq and related issues to news organisations and was 
heavily quoted in news stories. It has continued to provide analyses 
regularly on current topics, including Iraq and the Mideast peace 
process. Before moving to the institute, Mr. Indyk worked for the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee, the most influential 
pro-Israel lobbying group in Washington. But Arab groups 
apparently did not mount an opposition campaign to Mr. Indyk’s 
appointment. Mideast experts in Washington said Mr. Indyk in 
recent years had made a strong effort to forge ties with the Arab 
community. 

81 Iraqi Kurds brought to Sweden 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Eighty-one Iraqis were brought ashore on 
the Swedish Baltic island of Gotland Saturday after travelling for 
three days in stormy weather in a small boat from the Latvian 
capita] of Riga, coast guards said. It was the second unexpected 
influx of Iraqi Kurds in four days, after another Latvian vessel 
packed with 391 people landed on the Baltic island Wednesday. 
Coast guards intercepted the 30-metre boat Saturday after a 
got! and inhabitant reported seeing it moored off the east coast port 
of Ljugarn. "It is unbelievable to think of people malting this 
voyage in such weather in such a boat,” coast guard commander 
Folke Gustafsson said. One man who had tried to swim to land was 
taken to hospital suffering from severe exposure, and a coast guard 
vessel escorted the refugee boat north to Slite, where the 391 Iraqi 
Kurds had landed Wednesday. The three-man crew of the second 
boat, described by coast guards as an old Soviet military craft, were 
detained pending possible charges of breaking Sweden's immigra- 
tion laws. Refugees are entitled to seek asylum in Sweden, 
regardless of how they arrive, but it is an offence to transport 
people for profit and with the intention of avoiding immigration 
controls. The Swedish immigration board granted asylum to more 
than 80,000 people last year, many of them from former Yugosla- 
via. but Swedish politicians are demanding action to stop the 
growing numbers of refugees who cannot explain how they got to 
Sweden. 7 
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CHURCHES 

St. Min uf Nazareth Church S«etftch. 

Tel S1IS7JO 

Vucmblle* of Cod Church. Tel. 
#337*? 

St. Joseph Church Tel r0459i». 
Church or the Annunciation Td. 

n.V?*W. 

Do in Suite Church Td WiP5“ 
rorwanta Church Tel: 62236* 


Church of the Anmrodath* Td. 

*23541 . 

AncUcaa Church Tel. 652JG6. Td. 
"2*543. 

Armenian CatboUc Church Td. 
77(JJ1. 

Armenian Onhodo* Church Td. 

775261. 

Si. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman iMenutleual Church Td. 

Ni$32h 

EtMgrHcal Lutheran Church Td: 

M12V5 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter - 
Du } Sain Is Td. 823*24. *54732. 
Church of the Na za r cu e Td. 675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulhrun supplied by the Department of 
Mcicnrolcgy. 

It will he fair and winds will be 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will he northerly moderate. 

Mm. /Max. romp 

Amman 3/13 

Aqaba 7/20 

Deserts I /I5 

Jordan Valley 6/ 18 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 12. Aqaba 19 H untidily readings: 
Amman Oft per cent. Aqaba 43 per 
rent. 



USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad A Ajam 894 184 

Dr. Mohammad Imran 612232 

Dr. Fakhri AbuTaych 8R5XBO 

Dr. Mohammad Manaa 74)444 

Fins pharmacy A6IV12 

Ferdaws pharmacy ,...778336 

Al Ascrru pharmacy 637T155 

Nairoukh pharmuey 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoiib pharmacy 644945 

Shmciuni pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Nnjih pharmacy 8*7632 

1KBID: 

Dr. Maan Barqawi ( — ) 

Alquds pharmacy I — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Fawwaz Hamduilah 903644 

Khnljfch pharmacy 7854)7 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 66(1(1 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Resale... 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pohcc 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891 228 

Blood Bonk 775121 

High wav Police R43402 

Traffic Police K96390 

PaNic Secant? Department 6X021 

Hotel Complaints 6U5800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 8V7467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints.. 787111 

Telephone Information 

^directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calh .-. 1 1 10230 

Centra) Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774JIJ 


Wflicr Authority 680100 

Jordan EJcctridly Authority ... 8)5615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 _ 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

Husscin Medical Centre 81381302 

KbaJidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabat Amman Maternity 642362 

MaDias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. 5h tncisani 664171/4 

Shmcismj Hospital 66913) 

University Hospiial 84 584 5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AtAhli. Abdali 664164ft 

Italian, Al-Muhairccn T77101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marta 89)611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

[bn Sina Hospital (09)906732 

AIHrkma Modem Hospital - (091990990 

BtUh 

Princess Bama Hospital (02)775555 

Greek Calhohc Hospital (02)272275 

Ibo Al Nafccs Hospital ... (02)247100 

AQOA: 

Princes Haya Hospital (03)31-4111 

FOB THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment ar rftc Ouccn Alia International 
Airport Td. (08)51200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

87:15 Sanaa (Rj) 


Jeddah (RJ ) 

■9:15 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

•9:15 Riyadh (RJ) 

8fc28 Damascus (RJ) 

89*5 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

18*8 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:15 Beirut (RJ) 

Jfc45 Cairo (Rj) 

1830 Bangkok (RJ) 

19:18 Casablanca. Turns ( RJ) 

22£0 Loudon (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

8 fc88 Khartoum (SU) 

«W» Adcn(AL) 

•MS Cairo (MS) 

12:48 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

Ifc38 Istanbul (TK) 

18*38 Vienna. Lamaca (OS) 

19£8 Dubai, Damascus (EM) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

86:15 Bctnit (RJ) 

lt£5 London (IU> 

11:15 Toronto Montreal (RJ) 

1118 London (RJ) 

12:15 Frankfurt (RJ) 

1*45 Cairo i RJ) 

2fc08 Dhahran ( tuj 

28J8 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

2838 - Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:48 Debar, Muscat {RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


r* 


1808 


1*45 

Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 
17:35 iitMhHirna 

2fc08 

2*59 

Dubai (EM) 

. Khartoum (RJ) 

PRICES 

market 

Uppct/lowcr pace m '(9k per kg- 

Apple 700/500 

Banana 7m/ 700 

Banana (Mukanunar) 
Beans 

640/640 

Cabbage 

|60 / 100 

Carrot 

-XIV 180 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large) ... 

(50/80 

Cucumbers (small) .. 

Eggplant 

300 / 250 

32) 1 220 

Garlic 

. 650/ 550 

Grapefruit 

ISP 133 

Lemon 


Marrow (taias) ....... 

Marrow (small) 

200/100 

440 / 380 

Onion (dry) 

210/180 

Onion (green) 

... 240 / 180 

Orange 

400/160 

Pepper (hot) ...... 

Pepper (sweet) 

ftrtato 

380 / 280 

180/ 120 

. 250/200 

Tomato 

Spinach 

2«ri8J 
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KING HONOURS CHINESE ENVOY: His Majesty King 
Hussein received Sunday at the Royal Coart Chinese Ambassador to 


in the Kingdom. king Hussein discussed with the Chinese envoy 
Jordanian-Chinese relations and ways of enhancing th»« His 
Majesty conferred Al Istiklal Medal of the .First Order upon the 
outgoing a mb a ss a d or in recognition of his efforts in bolstering 
bflateral ties (Petra Photo) 


AADO endorses 
Jordan’s proposal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A pan-Arab 
agricultural meeting held in 
Damascus last week has endorsed 
a Jordanian proposal for the crea- 
tion of an Arab common market 
forlhe exchange of agricultural 
products. 

Agriculture Minister Fayez 
Khasawneh beaded the Jordanian 
delegation to the meeting, which 
was organised by the Arab Agri- 
cultural Development Organisa- 
tion (AADO). 

Tbc minister said the Jordanian' 
proposal amts at ensuring the 
flow of agricultural products and 
providing protection to national 
commodities in the face of fore- 
ign competition. 

He added that the participants 
decided that Jordan should pre- 
pare a memorandum detailing the 
mechanism for implementation of 
its proposal and submit it to the 
AADO secretariat so that the 
further steps can be taken in that 


direction. 

The Damascus meeting also 
took up a Palestinian memoran- 
dum which calls for revamping 
the agricultural sector in the 
occupied Arab territories. The 
memorandum also calls on Arab 
states to help provide training to 
Palestinian groups which can help 
achieve agricultural development 
and implement major agricultural 
projects, Dr. Khasawneh said. 

Another topic on the agenda 
was the creation of a higher Arab 
body to control the Arab World’s 
production and consumption of 
cereals, as well as a body to deal 
with issues related to water re- 
sources. 

The delegates discussed the 
AADO financial crisis resulting 
from failure of Arab countries to 
honour their commitments to the 
organisation and a new call was 
issued urging the states to pay 
their dues. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sharif Zeid visits army headquarters 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime -Minister .Sharif .Zeid Ben Shaker 
Sunday called at die Armed Forces headquarters, where he met 
for a while with ChamdSft of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field 
Marshal Fathi Abu Taleb and discussed with him a number of 
issues of interest to the Armed Forces. 

House Judiciary Committee bans Freemasons 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament’s Judiciary 
Committee Sunday held a meeting chaired by its bead, Salim AJ 
Zubi, and endorsed a proposed law banning the Freemasons 
movement, and a revised law on youth welfare. The law provides 
for the establishment of a national fund for youth welfare and 
sports, and for the establishment of a higher council for the youth 
welfare. The committee also discussed the revised municipal law, 
and approved an amendment calling for elections for all municipal 
councils on the same day, including the Greater Amman 
Municipality. The House's Agricultural Committee also held a 
meeting charted by Mohammad Alawneh and reviewed its final 
report on the agricultural situation in Jordan. The committee will 
pursue its debate of the report Monday in preparation for final 
endorsement In another development, the Judiciary Committee 
discussed the press and publications law. The meeting was 
attended by Information Minister Mahmoud AI Sharif. 

Prince Ra’ad to grant awards in Salt 

SALT (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’ad Ben Zeid 
Thursday will attend a celebration at the Salt Cultural Centre to 
marie the centre’s silver jubilee. During the celebration, which is 
being organised by the Salt Youth Centre, Prince Ra’ad will 
bestow awards on the successive supervisors of the centre, in 
addition to a number of pioneer workers, and media representa- 
tives who played an active role in highlighting the centre’s 
services. 

IUGAC sends cable to U.N. 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Iraqi Universities Graduates AJumni 
Club (IUGAC) Sunday sent a cable to United Nations Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali. condemning the continued U.S.-led 
ag gre ssion on Iraq and calling for a lifting of the embargo on the 
Iraqi people. The cable said the shelling of Baghdad and the 
continuing blockade has led to the death of hundreds of thousands 
of Iraqi children, patients and the elderly. The escalation of 
hostilities against Iraq and the continuing blockade have no legal 
foundations, and are in violation of international laws and norms, 
the cable said. It added that the siege would not have continued 
had it not been for the umbrella that the U.N. had given to it, by 
adopting double standards in dealing with regional issues. 



EXHIBITIONS 


at 


"fr Exhibition entitled “Latin American Countries in France 
the French Cultural Centre. 

4 Exhibition entitled “Modernist Still Life Photographed” at the 
American Centre. 

& Exhibition entitled “Dhaua, a Village from South Jordan” 
displaying photos ami other items on the village at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

LECTURES 

Lecture entitled “New Discoveries at the Temple of Zeus in 
Jerash” by architect Jacques Sefgne at the Friends of 
Archaeology Centre — - 7 p.m. 

6 Lecture entitled “Participatory Data Collection” by Soumaya 
Huber and Ebbs Augustin of the GTZ’s Women in Devdop- 
- mens Project in Cairo at the Goethe Institute — 6 p.m. 


FILM 

☆ French fibn entitled “Vlvement Dimancbe* 
CMfaad Centre — 8 pjn. 


at the French 


Police divulge little on 
4 Abu Shakoush’ arrests; 
copycat theory suggested 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Security officials re- 
mained tightlipped Sunday over a 
report that police had nabbed a 
killer and robber nicknamed 
“Abu Shakoush (hammerman).’’ 
Informed sources suggested that 
copycat criminals could have 
been behind a series of attacks 
attributed to Abu Shakoush. 

According to a report in the 
Arabic-language Al Ra’i news- 
paper, a 35-year-old man identi- 
fied by his initials as KXM.A., 
originally from Jaffa in pre-1948 
Palestine, was arrested in the 
Wihdat area by Ashrafiyeh 
police. 

The report said the si-spect was 
carrying a hammer and that upon 
seeing an approaching police pat- 
rol he threw it at another man 
walking with him. The second 
man, whom the report identified 
as Z.M.R, 33, fled the scene and 
remained at large. 

The detained suspect was a 
resident of the Dababiyeh area of 
the densely-populated Wihdat 
suburb h said. 

“Investigations are continuing 
to establish why the suspect tried 
to get rid of the hammer upon 
seeing the police patrol,” the 
report said, without giving furth- 
er details. 

Police sources confirmed that 
“there were some arrests” in the 
Wihdat area, but refused to re- 
veal whether any of those de- 
tained was suspected of being 
Abu Shakoush. 

“We don’t think it was one 
person who was behind the (six 
known) attacks,” said one of the 
sources. “It is highly probable 
that different people carried out 
the crimes ana deliberately left a 
trail suggesting it was one indi- 
vidual.” 

The source refused to say 
whether police had any definite 
clues to suggest the existence of 
Abu Shakoush copycats. 

“Let us say that we are not 
convinced that there is a sole 
individual who could be called 
Abu Shakoush and he carried out 
all these attacks," said the 
source. 

Police have stepped up surveill- 


ance and patrols, the source said, 
indirectly affirming that police 
vigilance had led to the arrest in 
Al Wihdat. 

The last attack attributed to 
Abu Shakoush occurred in the 
Wihdat suburb three weeks ago 
at a paint shop, during the early 
hours of the day. 

Neighbours found the shopow- 
ner lying in a pool of blood with 
heavy injuries to the skull, in- 
flicted with an apparently blunt 
instrument, possibly a hammer, 
reports said. 

The reports said an unspecified 
amount of cash and a cheque for 
JD 1,000 were missing from the 
shop. The owner was hospitalised 
with serious head injuries. 

It was speculated that the 
attack could have involved more 
than one person since the indica- 
tions were that a sole assailant 
would have trouble overpowering 
the heavily-built victim. At least 
in one previous attack, the victim 
reported that the assailant was 
accompanied by an accomplice. 

Targets of other attacks attri- 
buted to Abu Shakoush, despite 
police scepticism whether it was a 
sole assailant, included a building 
materials shop, a liquor store, a 
spare parts shop and a supermar- 
ket, as well as a pharmacy, where 
a pharmacist was found killed. 

Hie common features in all the 
incidents were that all attacks 
took place during the early hours 
of the day and all victims were 
elderly men who were but in the 
head with a blunt instrument — 
presumably a hammer. A 
medium-size hammer was left be- 
hind at the scene of the crime 
after the attack on the pharma- 
cist. 

In addition, only cash carried 
by the immediate victims of the 
attacks was robbed, and cash 
registers were left untouched. 

Early police reports based on 
descriptions supplied by victims 
suggested that the culprit could 
be an Egyptian national or some- 
one speaking with an Egyptian 
accent, dark-skinned and 
medium-built, wearing a head- 
dress which could be used to hide 
bis facial features. One victim has 
described him as “clean-shavpn 
and with a big moustache.” 


AMO strives to 
increase exports 


By Elia NasraDah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s, successful 
participation hi a four-day agri- 
cultural exposition earlier this 
month in Abu Dhabi resulted in 
more deals for exporters of 
Jordanian agricultural produce to 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Director General of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organisation 
(AMO) Salem AI Lawzi. who 
attended the exposition told the 
Jordan Times the Kingdom dis- 
played samples of its fruits, veget- 
ables, olive oil, olives, honey, as 
well as agricultural equipment 
including drip irrigation systems, 
fertilisers and plastic sheets for 
plasticulture. 

The UAE, a traditional market 
for Jordan, absorbs no less than 
20 per cent of total Jordanian 
agricultural exports Dr. Lawzi 
said. ‘ 

He said in 1992 Jordan ex- 
ported 378,000 tonnes of agri- 
cultural products to Arab and 
foreign countries including 
Europe. The AMO, be said, is 
striving to ensure more exports in 
1993. 

Exports to Europe amount to 
35 to 40 tonnes of produce per 
day, Dr. Lawzi said. 

Agricultural exports to Bulgar- 
ia, Hungary and other eastern 
European destinations are ship- 
ped by refrigerated trucks; those 
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Dr. Salem Al Lawzi 


to western European countries 
are air freighted, Dr. Lawzi said. 

He added that the cost of air 
freighting was high, at 450 fils per 
kilogramme, and negotiations 
with Royal Jordanian (RJ) are 
underway to reduce the tariff. 

Referring to Saudi Arabia, Dr. 
Lawzi said that while refrigerated 
trucks pass through Saudi terri- 
tory on their way to the UAE and 
other areas in the peninsula, 
Saudi Arabia imports only Jorda- 
nian fruits, especially citrus fruit 
in the winter season. 

Asked to comment on the re- 
cent frost damage to crops in the 
Jordan Valley, Dr. Lawzi said the 
crops worst hit were the marrows 
and the bananas, especially in the 
northern valley region. 

Bat according to Dr. Lawzi, 
the damage is far below that of 
the previous winter. 



ANNOUNCEMENT ISSUED BY 
Jordan U n i ve rs ity of Science B Technology 

Due to several requests submitted by qualified Contractors interested in 
(he Construction of King Abdul/ah Hospital Project, Jordan University of 
Science & Technology has extended the dosing date for inquiries and 
submission of tenders as follows: 

1. Last dale for inquiries will be 15th February 1993. 

2. - Last date for submission of tenders will be 12:00 noon, Wednesday 
14th Ot April 1993. 

Secretary General 

Chairman, Central Tendering Committee 


Embassy Of India 
Amman 

Republic Day of India 

On the occasion of the Republic Day of India, a 
flag hoisting ceremony will be held on Tuesday, 
January 26, 1993, at 10 a.m . at the premises of 
the Embassy of India, First Circle, Jabal Amman 
(Opp. Malhas Hospital). 

All Indians with their family members are cordial- 
ly invited to attend the function. 


Fourth leftist party licensed 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A leftist group, the 
Jordan People's Democratic Par- 
ty (JPDP), became the latest 
party to secure legal status in 
Jordan after the government took 
the initiative to settle a raging 
controversy over rejections of ap- 
plications for licence filed by lef- 
tist parties. 

The JPDP was granted licence 
on Sunday to operate as a politic- 
al party in Jordan after the group 
provided a series of clarifications 
to the Ministry of Interior follow- 
ing meetings with a committee 
representing the Council of 
Ministers. 

“We have been recognised as a 
Jordanian political party by the 
Ministry of Interior." said 
Tayseer Zibri, secretary-general 
of the party which had gone to 
the Higher Court of Justice with 
an appeal against the ministry's 
derisin in mid-December to turn 
down its application. 

According to party insiders, 
the main reason for the rejection 
was what was seen as organic and 
financial links between the JPDP 
and the Damascus-based Demo- 
cratic From for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) led by Nayef 
Hawatmeh. 

The sources also said that a list 
of party founding members sub- 
mitted to the Ministry of Interior 
also contained the names of at 
least two people who held tem- 
porary two-year Jordanian pass- 
ports. 

Two-year passports are issued 
to residents of the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank to facilitate 
their travel. The document does 
not entitle them to ‘full 


citizenship. 

There was no immediate ex- 
planation a$ to how this problem 
was tackled by the party before 
securing a licence. 

It was known, however, that 
the original list had about 130 
names, whereas the minimum re- 
quirement was only 50. There- 
fore, the deletion of the two 
unqualified names could have 
solved this problem. But this 
could not be confirmed by inde- 
pendent sources. 

The Political Parties Law, 
which was enacted on Sept. 1, 
stipulates that no Jordanian 
group linked in any form or con- 
tent with an external party will be 
granted legal status in the King- 
dom. 

It also states that only Jorda- 
nian citizens could join any poli- 
tical party in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Zibri, addressing a press 
conference held at the party’s 
offices in Sheimsani, said JPDP 
officials as well as representatives 
of other parties which were de- 
nied a licence held a series of 
meetings with the ministerial 
committee to work out a solution 
to the impasse resulting from the 
ministry's decision to turn down 
the parties' applications. 

The parties bad gone to the 
Higher Court of Justice with 
appeals against the rejections. 
TTyeir arguments said that the 
Ministry of Interior was licensing 
only mainstream nationalist 
Jordanian groups with pro- 
establishment loyalties. 

“Subsequent to the meetings 
with the ministerial committee, 
we provided a set of clarifications 
to the Ministry of Interior,” said 
Mr. Zibri, a prominent former 
member of the DFLP leadership 



Tayseer Zibri 

who led the DFLP faction in 
Jordan until the new law took 
effect. 

Mr. .Zibri said the explanations 
represented an annexe to the 
JPDP manifesto, submitted ear- 
lier to the ministry. 

The clarifications, shrouded in 
legal terms and references to 
various articles in the Political 
Parties Law, indicated that the 
party reaffirmed its commitment 
to the Jordanian Constitution and 
adherence to the Kingdom’s laws 
and regulations, as well as respect 
for national security and various 
related organisations. 

It said its financial sources were 
exclusively Jordanian, that it had 
no links with any external orga- 
nisation and that it remained 
committed to the principle that 
no individual could be a member 
of two political parties. 

It also reiterated that the party 
would adopt a neutral approach 
towards various public institu- 
tions, particularly in the educa- 
tion sector, meaning that it would 
not involve any government in- 


stitution or school in political 
activities. 

The JPDP, which includes De- 
puty Bassam Haddin (Zarqa) and 
writer Salem Nahas among its 
prominent members, became the 
ninth political party to be reg- 
istered in Jordan following the 
enactment of the new law on 
Sept, i, lifting a three-decade ban 
on political parties in the King- 
dom 

Three other groups which were 
also granted legal status in line 
with the government effort to 
defuse the controversy and 1 
realign the political process in the 
Kingdom were the Jordan Demo- 
cratic Progressive Party (led by 
Ali Amer), the Jordan Commuri- 
ist Party (Yacoub Zayadin) add 
the Jordan Arab Socialist Baath 
Party (Ahmad Najdawi). 

Others which have been given 
legal status so far are; 

— The Jordan National 
Alliance, (a pro-establishment 
group of tribal leaders from the 
south and central parts of Jordan, 
led by Mijhem Khreisha); 

— The Popular Union Party, 
(Arab nationalists, led by Tab! 
Ramahy); 

— The Pledge Party (pro- 
establishment, led by Abdul Haiti 
Al Majali); 

— The Future, (pro- 
establishment, led by Suleiman 
Arar); 

— The Islamic Action Front, 
(formally described as a broad- 
based Islamic coalition, but 
dominated by the Muslim 
Brotherhood); 

Activists said applications filed 
by at least three other groups 
were pending with the Ministry of 
Interior, which is expected to 
issue its decisions soon. 


Poultry farmers 
voice complaints 


KARAK (Petra) — Poultry far- 
mers in Karak are finding it diffi- 
cult to market their production of 
chicken, because of an increase in 
supply and a drop in prices. 

The Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, interviewed some fanners 
who complained about the drop 
in prices and increasing costs of 
poultry fodder. Their troubles are 
compounded further in the winter 
months when chickens die from 
below freezing temperatures. 

. One poultry farmer, Turki 
Abdul Latif Al Majali, said 
Karak farmers have been selling 
chicken at 650 to 680 fils per 
kilogramme for almost five 
months. He said the sale price is 
at least 220 fils less than the retail 
price, adding that this amount 
goes to the marketing agents and 
the poultry shops. In view of the 
large supply, farmers are forced 
to keep chickens in their farms 
for 70 days, thus incurring addi- 
tional costs for fodder, Mr. Ma- 
jali said. 

He said the normal period 
needed to raise chickens for sale 
to the public ranges between 50 
and 55 days, which means that 
they keep chicken for 15 extra 
days, without them gaining any 
weight. 

This in turn costs the farmer at 
least 100 fils, let alone the effort 
required to look after the chick- 
ens. 

Another fanner, Aref Taraw- 
neh, said the problem encoun- 


tered by poultry farmers has two 
dimensions: one economic and 
the other agriculture. 

The economic dimension is re- 
flected in tbe rising costs of pro- 
duction and the ongoing increase 
in the supply, which are not 
matched by a similar increase in 
demand, Mr. Tarawneh said. 

He blamed the increased supp- 
ly on the lack of coordination 
between farmers and the shortage 
-of -cold rooms or stores.- 

On the agricultural dimension, 
he said the quality of fodder 
available is poor, yet the prices 
are high; m addition, effective 
veterinary drugs are lacking. 

Those factors combined contri- 
bute to the increased cost of 
chicken for the farmers, be said. 

Mr. Tarawneh pointed out that 
the kilogramme of chicken costs 
the farmer 720 fils, while be is 
actually selling it for 580 fils or 
650 fils, and the retails price is 
almost 900 fils per kilogramme. 

He added that the consumer is 
not benefiting from the drop in 
the price of chicken at farms, but 
the marketing agents and the 
retailers are. 

Mr. Tarawneh called for in- 
creasing the storage capacity in 
existing slaughter ouses or con- 
structing new slaughterhouses 
and cola rooms, and for subsidis- 
ing fodder and rescheduling the 
debts of farmers, without adding 
any further interest on their 
loans. 


Jordanians come out to 
support Iraqi people 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Voicing their dis- 
content over what they see as 
constant violation or human 
rights, Jordanians took to die 
streets Sunday expressing their 
support for the Iraqi people and 
the Palestinian expellees and de- 
manding the full implementation 
of United Nations resolutions. 

In front of the U.N. headquar- 
ters in Amman, around 50 de- 
monstrators staged a four-hour 
sit-in to protest “the double stan- 
dards used by Americans against 
the Iraqi people and the Palesti- 
nian evictees." 

Banners daubed with slogans 
such as “stop the suffering of 
both Palestinians and the Iraqi 
people" and “why do you apply 
double standards?” characterised 
the peaceful sit-in, organised by 
the Committee for Solidarity with 
the Palestinian Evictees along 
with the Jordanian Popular Com- 
mittee for the Support of the 
Intifada and the Islamic Support 
Committee. 

The president of the solidarity 
committee. Dr. Mamdouh Al 
Abbadi, told the Jordan Times 
that “it is merely a symbolic act 
that is bound to be repeated (as 
long as violations of U.N. resolu- 
tions continue)." 

In a speech to the gathering. 
Dr. Abbadi called for the applica- 
tion of just policy and demanded 


more consideration to the 
humane aspect of their problem. 
He said that more consideration 
should be paid to tbe suffering of 
the evictees and the long period 
they have spent away from the 
families and children. 

“It is 39 days of torture and % 
suffering," he said. “39 days of 
degradation ... 39 days of cold- 
ness, disease and hunger,” fie 
said. 

Jordanians also participated 
Sunday in a march that started m 
Abdati, with about 500 people 
taking part at the beginning, and 
ending with around 3,000 at die 
Hashimiyeh Square. 

The two-hour march was aimed at 
raising funds and collecting supplies 
for Iraqi children. 

The march, organised by the Jorda- 
nian National Youth Federation, was 
continuously interrppted by calk and 
slogans condemning the U.S. policy 
and rejecting “the Airierican-ZioUnl 
supremacy on the Arab territory." 

The union’s president. Deputy 
Man sour Seif Eddin Murad, deli- 
vered a speed) at the end of the 
march in which he called upon the 
national groups to draw up a common 
plan of action. 

During the march demonstrators 
shouted “America, listen well, we 
love Saddam Hussein,” and “our 
blood and souls wc sacrifice Tor you 
Iraq.'’ 

Leading activists, public figilbes 
and leaders of political parties, except 
for the Islamic movements, attended 
the march, among whom was Deputy 
Leith Shbeilat. Children -a accompa- 
nied by their parents also look pad. 
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Osar signals, 


red reading 


OBVIOUSLY, there is something mysteriously 
wrong in the latest round of American attacks 
against Iraqi targets, and Baghdad’s denial of 
doing anything to provoke them. For one thing, it 
should be clear to the international community by 
now that, for whatever reasons — internal or 
external — there is a genuine desire for peace in 
Baghdad which knows more than anyone else that 
the U.S. is on the war path and would strike at the 
first sign of any further “ ‘defiance” of not only 
U.N. Security Council resolutions but also the 
allied-imposed rules of the game such as the 
“no-fly" zones and the rest. 

White the imbroglio sparked by what Washing- 
ton and some of its allies saw as Saddam Hussein 
thumbing his nose at them remains in a state of 
confusion over what piece fits where in the puzzle, 
one school of thought in the region definitely goes 
along with the Iraqi argument that the remnants 
of the Bush administration in Washington, aided 
by the military establishment, could actually be 
misguiding the new president. 

For all practical purposes, the Bush administra- 
tion's “get-Saddam-at-any-cost” policy was not a 
policy but an empty slogan as the Gulf crisis, the 
devastating war and the lingering problems have 
proven. If anything, the latest American military 
strikes have gone a long way in further consbhdat- 
ijng the power and popularity of the Iraqi lead- 
ership. 

The Clinton administration and its strategists 
should realise that there is little sense in any 
further pursuit of the Bush policy. Achieving this 
objective is an almost impossible task as senior 
American officials and intelligence experts have 
concluded. 

A^d, even if the Clinton administration sue* 
in ousting Saddam, the questions and 
problems that the new U.S. president will have to 
solve would he much complex; perhaps even more 
painful and disastrous to the same American 
interests that he has been elected to serve. 

The signals coming out of Baghdad, judged 
against the backdrop of our familiarity with Iraq 
Iraqis, are loud and clear: The country, its 
leadership and its people are fed up with years of 
straining under the harsh conditions created by 
the international sanctions. They are willing to 
compromise to settle their conflict with the West 
*i*:d pul the entire episode behind in history. But, 
by ihe same token, compromise should not be 
read in the American dictionary as Iraqi capitula- 
tion. 

JfcggJggg PRESS COMMENTARIES 

IT IS not clear yet whether die new U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher will make a tour of the Middle East early 
next month to stimulate the peace process, but what is certain is 
that Israel will not spare any moment to abort the process and 
blame the Arabs for the failure, said I Al Ra'i Arabic daily Sunday. 
The daily said that the mass expulsion of the 41S Palestinians to 
southern Lebanon was part of Israel's evil attempts to undermine 
the process and its rejection of the U.N. resolution is designed to 
show the world (he Jewish state’s disregard of the world 
community's decisions. For Israel, peace is a dangerous thing 
because it means a halt to its expansionist plans in the Arab 
region, and for this reason, it is obvious that all attempts to 
prevent the repatriation of the 415 Palestinians aim at complicat- 
ing matters for the peace negotiators, noted the paper. It said that 
the Arab countries have no alternative to self-restraint and 
protecting the peace process from Israel's intransigence and evil 
designs. The paper said that the Arabs can only keep pressuring 
Washington inio evening real efforts to force israel to abide by 
U.N- Resolutions and end the occupation. 

5AIVT AL SHAAfi daily discussed U.S.'s continued raids on Iraq 
and said that it is clear now that the military who served under 
Bush have been instructed by the former administration to 
maintain the attacks on Iraq in order to embarass the new 
administration and involve it into further crises. The paper said 
that should the raids continue, the new administration will 
sacrifice its credibility and will hinder Clinton administration's 
attempts to bring alxiut peace. Continued aggression on Iraq 
under the new administration does not anger the Iraqi people 
alone, but it would raihcr trigger angry and hostile reactions on 
the part of the Arab and Islamic nations and the world at large, 
warned the daily. The paper noted diat Iraq has been complying 
strictly with the U.N. resolutions and implementing all the terms 
uni conditions contained in the ceasefire agreement; therefore, 
the raids arc meaningless and can only be described as provoca- 
live. While the United Nations continues to enforce its resolutions 
>•>1 Iraq. Israel is allowed to escape punishment and get away with 
'!n crimes, the paper pointed out. It said that Mr. Clinton should 
realise that the Arab World seeks peace and security but can 
accept aggression. It said tlut the double standards vis-a-vis 
■•.•rid affairs ought to stop if the Clinton administration and the 
L' uted Nations arc to retain their credibility. 


United Nations expands role, forges new paths in 1992 


By Jody Alta 


UNITED NATIONS — In 1992 
the United Nations embarked on 
an "agenda for peace” that took 
the world organisation into new 
areas not envisioned by the fram- 
ers of the U.N. Charter. 

The year began with a new 
secretary general, Boutros Ghali 
of Egypt, and a historic Security 
Council summit — the first since 
the United Nations was founded 
in 1945. 

The unprecedented council 
summit on Jan. 31 highlighted the 
vital role of the United Nations 
and its member states in channel- 
ing the benefits brought about by 
the cooling of East-West tensions 
and guiding nations through the 
post cold war era. 

In the final summit declaration. 
President Bush and other world 
leaders pledged to work together 
for economic and social develop- 
ment and peace. Partidp-ints also 
asked the secretary general to 
recommend how the council 
might take a more active and 
positive role in preserving peace 
and averting crises. 

In his June report to the coun- 
cil, Mr. Ghali suggested that one 
possible option would involve the 
U.N. Charter provision that 
allows U.N. members to make 
armed forces Lnd fad lilies avail- 
able to the council on an ad hoc 
basis as well as permanently — in 
effect providing for a U.N. stand- 
ing army. 

The secretary general also re- 
commended that peacekeeping 
units be allowed in certain cir- 
cumstances to use force to restore 
and maintain a ceasefire; that 
new arrangements be made to deal 
with the increasing danger and 
threats to U.N. personnel*, and 
that a $50 million revolving 
peacekeeping reserve fond be 
established. 

Mr. Ghali noted that with the 
end of the cold war, the original 
promise of the United Nations 
may be more possible to fulfill. 

“In these past months a convic- 
tion has grown.. .that an oppor- 
tunity has been regained to 
achieve the great objectives of 
the Charter — a United Nations 
capable of maintaining interna- 
tional peace and security, of 
securing justice and human rights 
and of promoting, hi the words of 
the Charter, Social progress and 
better standards of life in larger 
freedom,”* Mr. Ghali said. 

While the secretary general's 
report, “Agenda for Peace," was 
never formally adopted by either . 
the Security Council or the U.N. .. 
General Assembly,” its recom- 
mendations have been debated 
and, in some instances, have been 
pot into practice. For example, 
daring 1992 U.N. fact-finding 
missions were sent to Georgia 
and Nagorno-Karabakh, a pre- 
dominantly Armenian enclave in 
Azerbaijan, and a good-will mis- 
sion was dispatched to Tajikistan. 
Hie council also expanded the 
U.N. Protection Force in the 
former Yugoslav republics to 
Macedonia as a preventive mea- 
sure. That mission marked the 
first time the United Nations had 
sent a peacekeeping unit or order 
to prevent the outbreak of a 
potential conflict. 

Returning for the opening of 
the General Assembly in Septem- 
ber, President Bush reiterated 
the U.S. commitment to streng- 
then the United Nations' ability 
to meet the challenges to peace 
and security around the world. 

The president said the United 
States will train U.S. military 


personnel for U.N. peacekeeping 
and humanitarian relief opera- 
tions; establish a permanent 
peacekeeping curriculum in U.S. 
military schools; make U.S. bases 
and facilities available for multi- 
national training and field exer- 
cises; and provide U.S. military 
expertise to help the United Na- 
tions strengthen its peacekeeping 
operations. 

The council also responded in 
1992 to a series of challenges to 
peace and stability stemming 
from longstanding conflicts, as 
well as newly emerging crises, in 
such areas as Iraq, Bosoia- 
Hertzegpvina, Somalia, the for- 
mer Soviet republics, Angola, 
Libya and Cambodia. 

Iraq 

As U.N. diplomats in 1992 
contemplated future approaches 
and strategies for the United Na- 
tions' changing role in peacemak- 
ing and other areas, they also 
dealt with continuing problems in 
some world regions, including 
Iraq's consistent breaches of 
Security Council ceasefire terms 
for the Gulf war. 

An exasperated but resolute 


of Iraq's invasion and occupation 
of Knwait. 

Libya 

On March 31 the council voted 
to impose an air embargo on 
Libya for its failure to cooperate 
in the investigation and extradi- 
tion of suspects in the bombing of 
two civilian airliners. The coun- 
cil, in assessing the incident, said 
it was “convinced that the sup- 
pression of actions of internation- 
al terrorism, including those in 
which states are directly'or in- 
directly involved, is essential for 
the maintenance of international 
peace and security.” 

The sanctions will remain in 
place until Libya cooperates with 
the United States, Britain and 
France in the investigation and 
prosecution of Libyans suspected 
in the bombing of Pan Am and 
UTA flights; agrees to pay com- 
pensation; and demonstrates, “by 
concrete actions," that it bad 
definitively ended all terrorist ac- 
tions and assistance to terrorist 
groups. 

Bosaua-Herxegovina 
Another major concern for the 


prohibit foe importation of all 
commodities and products from 
Serbia and Montenegro; ban air 
traffic and the use of flag vessels 
other than specifically approved 
humanitarian flights, and freeze 
external bank accounts and other 
financial assets. They also pro- 
hibit oil sales and other trade with 
the Belgrade regime and pre- 
vented Yugoslav athletes from 
participating in the summer 
Olympics in Barcelona. - 

By September, the representa- 
tives of Serbia and Montenegro, 
who occupied foe former Yugos- 
lavia seat in the General Assem- 
bly, were barred from participat- 
ing in the work of the assembly. 

As reports of atrocities and of 
“ethnic cleansing” in Bosnia con- 
tinued to surface, the council in 
October established a commis- 
sion to investigate reports of war 
crimes in the former Yugoslavia. 
Council members called foe com- 
mission a first step in a process 
that amid ultimately lead to the 
prosecution of individuals for war 
crimes in the Yugoslav conflict. 

In November, following indica- 
tions that the U.N. sanctions 
regime against Serbia was being 


the peace process and help orga- 
nise elections which were held m 
September, the Security Council 
strongly condemned the resump- 
tion or hostilities by National 
Union for the Total Independ- 
ence of Angola (UNITA). 

Even tho ugh U.N. and interna- 
tional observers determined that 
“there was no conclusive evi- 
dence of major, systematic, or 
widespread fraud,” UNITA lead- 
er Jonas Savimbi accused the 
mling party of Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos of rigging the election. 

Liberia 

Elsewhere in Africa, the coun- 
cil imposed a mandatory arms 
embargo against Liberia in an 
effort of die Economic Commun- 
ity of West African States (ECO- 
WAS) to end the dvil war in that 
west African country. 

Somalia 

Somalia was also in the fore- 
front of U.N. action in 1992 
following Mr. GbaH’s proposal 
for an “innovative and compre- 
hensjve" U.N. plan in Somalia. 


M. KAHIL 





Security Council confronted top 
Iraqi officials twice during the 
year to remind them that the 
Baghdad regime bad foiled to 
comply with several major points 
of the ceasefire agreement. Hie 
council noted that Iraq: had re- 
fused to cooperate with U.N. 
weapons inspection teams, with- 
holding data from them; that it 
refused to withdraw police posts 
from U.N.-patrolled areas along 
the Kuwaiti border; continued to 
hold thousands of Kuwaiti and 
third country prisoners of war; 
refused to sell oil to buy huma- 
nitarian supplies and make pay- 
ments to the war compensation 
fund; and failed to service its 
foreign debt. 

The council demanded com- 
pliance with its resolutions and 
rebuffed Iraqi requests to lift the 
wide-ranging economic and milit- 
ary sanctions imposed as a result 


council was the worsening situa- 
tion in the former Yugoslav re- 
publics, especially human rights 
violations m Bosnia- 
Hertzego vina- 

In April, Mr. Ghali rejected 
Bosnia's request for enlarging the 
U.N. peacekeeping force, citing 
“foe current widespread vio- 
lence” which, he said, made it 
impossible to define a workable 
concept for a U.N. peacekeeping 
operation. However, by June, the 
council unanimously approved a 
plan to expand the force to deliv- 
er humanitarian aid and, in Au- 
gust. authorised the use of force if 
needed to get food and medicine 
to Bosnia's beleaguered civilians. 

In May, foe Security Council 
first imposed wide-ranging man- 
datory economic sanctions 
against Serbia and Montenegro 
for the aggression against neigh-* 
bouring Bosnia. The sanctions 


circumvented regularly, the coun- 
cil voted overwhelmingly to ban 
shipments of most goods through 
Serbia and Montenegro and to 
allow nations to halt and inspect 
ships and their cargoes in the 
Adriatic Sea and on the Danube 
River. 

In the final weeks of 1992, the 
United States was actively work- 
ing to convince council members 
to adopt another resolution to 
enforce the ban on military flights 
over Bosnia that had been im- 
posed in October. 


Angola 

Problems in Africa, indutfing 
the crisis in Angola, were prom- 
inent on the United Nation's 
agenda m 1992. 

Following considerable effort 
by the United Nations to oversee 


His initiative called for a prog- 
ramme to help bring about a 
ceasefire throughout the country, 
oversee demobilisation and dis- 
armament, promote national re- 
conciliation and provide huma- 
nitarian relief and reconstruction 
programmes. 

The secretary general said “the 
threat of mass starvation facing 
segments of the population 
the potential renewal of hos- 
tilities winch could affect peace 
and stability throughout the Horn 
of Africa region” required an 
“immediate and comprehensive 
response from the United Na- 
tions and the international com- 
munity . 

In July, the Security Council 
asked Mr. Ghali to use all avail- 
able means, including an 
emergency airlift, to get food to 
the starving people of Somalia. 
After the United States offered to 


lead an international operation 
and committed up to 30,000 U,S, - 
troops to take part in die huma- 
nitarian mission in Somalia, the' 
Security Council authorised foe 
massive operation needed to 
assist thousands of hunger- 
stricken Somalis. 

Mr. Ghali told die Security 
Council on Nov. 30 that it had . 
“no alternative but.. to adopt 
more forceful measures to secure 
the humanitarian operations in 
Somalia” because the United Na- 
tions had been unable to get its 
3,000 peacekeepers into the 
country. 

And, on Dec. 3, the Security 
Council authorised foe multina- 
tional military force to ‘‘use all 
necessary means to establish as 
soon as possible a secure environ- 
ment" for the delivery of food 
and medicine in Somalia 

Cambodia 

In 1992, the council also laun- 
ched the largest peacekeeping op- 
eration in U.N. history — the 
$1, 900-million U.N. Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UN- 
TAC). Designed to oversee Cam- 
bodia’s peaceful transition to a 
democracy, the operation con- 
tinued, despite a major setback 
when the Khmer Rouge refused 
to cooperate with UNTAC. . . 

General Assembly 

Although the Security Council 
dominated news from the United 
Nations in 1992 — meeting 129 
times in formal discussions and 
bolding hundreds of private ses- 
sions — the General Assembly, 
whose membership reached 179 
during the year, endeavored to 
keep its activities publicised. 

The assembly president. Bulga- 
rian Foreign Minister Stoyan 
Ganev, said in December that the 
post-cold war geopolitical 
realignment had modified the 
General Assembly’s role in world 
affairs. 

“It is time for the General 
Assembly to do more than prom- 
ote and reflect the expression of 
good intentions on the part of its 
member states by merely passing 
resolutions.. -.The General 
Assembly is facing an historic 
challenge: to truly become a func- 
tional world parliament on the 
baas of the United Nations Char- 
ter,” Mr. Ganev said. 

in 1992, the assembly coo- 
...tiuqed. to keep pressure on the 
. Haitian regime. , strongly conde- 
mflfngj^tbe attempted illegal re- 
placement’ 1 of Haitian President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide and hu- 
man rights violations in that 
Caribbean country. 

The assembly also responded 
to human rights situations else- 
where in the world, including 
Sudan, Cuba, the former Yugos- 
lav republics, Afghanistan, 
Myanmar and El Salvador. 

Adopting more than 270 re- 
solutions in 1992, the assembly, 
among other actions, called for 
an international peace conference 
on Somalia; aorepted the “Con- 
vention on the Prohibition of the 
Development, Production, 
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical 
Weapons and Their Destruc- 
tion"; set out foe agenda for foe 
19 93 World Conference on Hu- 
man Rights; and established a 
53-nation Sustainable Develop- 
ment Commission to .follow up 
the work of the conference on the 
environment in Rio de Janeiro — 
United States Information Agen- 
cy. 


Obsolete legacies and 
reflections of tomorrow 


By Nqjwa Kefaya 


Conscious women living in this 
patriarchal, male-prejudiced soci- 
ety are frustrated by the injustice 
inflicted upon them only for 
being women. They are tired of 
serving as "scapegoats” for the 
sustenance of the family and the 
“male-dominated society.” 

Women's affairs specialists are 
impeded in their work to help 
fellow women as they are con- 
stantly confronted by agony and 
despair caused by this partiality. 
They employ foeir utmost atten- 
tion, time and effort to help many 
of those underprivileged, wretch- 
ed women overcome the tragic 
predicament they suffer from and 
help them in the process of de- 
veloping themselves, raise their 
awareness, empower them and 
improve their overall status in our 
society. 

However, every now and then, 
for us, as agents for women's 
development, a tragic event takes 
place and triggers our otherwise 
submerged frustration, upon 
which we lose all our momentum 
and come to a halt. With much 
despair, we feel that all our 
efforts and dedication in the field 
of women’s development are, to 
say the least, totally inadequate, 
if not purely in vain. We feel our 
goals to enhance the develop- 
ment of our society at large 
through enhancing the develop- 
ment of its “underdeveloped 


half”, are too ambitious, if at all 
attainable. It is a dream which 
could never materialise within the 
status quo of our male-oriented, 
male-dominated society with Hs 
obsolete assumptions. Changing 
this pathetic status quo is impossi- 
ble to attain without the vital 
support and the vigorous patron- 
age of the political and legislative 
systems. 

Today, the need for unified, 
concentrated lobbying to attain 
such a support is urgently 
needed, as we hear of yet another 
social calamity, where a female 
victim is sacrificed on the alter of 
our precious honour and priceless 
values. It is amazing how the 
ardent urge to preserve the 
chastity of the Arab woman su- 
persedes and overrules all other 
priorities of our pathetic present. 
As if the Arab Nation has re- 
trieved all its lost integrity and 
the only thing left to redeem is 
the chastity of its women, which 
ironically, is the major yardstick 
to measure the honour of its men, 
with little relevance to their per- 
sonal achievements! 

As an excellent manifestation 
of the above, here is a story which 
stirs the exasperation of foe read- 
er. It is a story that appeared in 
the Al Dustour Arabic newspap- 
er of Jan. 3, 1993, under “From 
the police and judiciary files” 
section. The story is about a man 


who killed his wife after stabbing 
her in the throat and back three 
times. We also learn that this man 
was convicted of premeditated 
murder but sentenced only to one 
year in prison as his deed was 
justified by the fact that he 
“doubted the moral conduct of 
his wife.” 

A woman is dead because her 
husband claims that her conduct 
was “improper”, and that what 
“provoked" him to commit the 
crime specifically was that on the 
day of the murder, and at 13:00 
hows (in the midst of the day), 
she stood out in the open yard of 
the house, “looking and smiling 
at a person (not even confirmed if 
it was a man or a woman), in the 
next building”! 

What a pride to pay for what 
might have been an innocent act, 
a wrong perception on the part of 
the husband, (who in turn may 
have been outrageously jealous), 
or a hundred other probabilities 
which would by no means justify 
such a savage action. The slaught- 
ered woman might very well have 
been “not guilty”! But she never 
lived to prove her “innocence”. 

Must all men understand from 
this example that slaughtering 
their wives, even if they Only as 
much as doubted them, is a sim- 
ple act which is justifiable within 
our legislative system? A simple 


logical deduction says yes. 

It would be quite interesting to 
research into how many men got 
away with one year or so in jail 
after slaughtering women from 
tbeir families, be they daughters, 
sisters, wives or even cousins to 
“wash the disgrace inflicted on 
their families” after “incriminat- 
ing” them just by “doubting” 
them! 

It is time for a “social peres- 
troika” in our society if we ge- 
nuinely aim at development, for 
no development could take place 
without social reform which en- 
tails much rectifying of 
situations, actions, dvfl rights 
legislation. 

Before considering any de- 
velopment action we must get rid 
of our obsolete detriments! lega- 
cies. Not all traditions are good 
nor are modern ideas all bad. 
Let's scrutinise what we already 
have and be selective In what we 
retain. Every now and then one 
has to go through one’s old pos- 
sessions and do some sorting ont, 
discarding and reorganising. Let’s 
do this with our legislative, cri- 
minal and dvil, and human rights 
systems. Let's do it today rather' 
than tomorrow. 

The writers a specialist for the 
Women’s Programme at the U.N. 
and a free-lance journalist. 


LETTERS 


More human rights 
violations 

To the Editor: 

This is to bring to your kind attention that in the carnage and 
arson carried out on Jan. 6, 1993, by Indian paramilitary forces in 
Sopore, in Indian-held Kashmir, more than 75 Kashmiris, 
including women and children, were killed and hundreds of 
houses, shops and vehicles were destroyed by fire deliberately set 
by the Indian forces. 

The latest massacre committed by the Indian occupation forces 
had sparked protest demonstrations throughout Indian-held 
Jammu and Kashmir and brought life to a complete standstill. The 
unprecedented death and destruction wreaked by its forces lias 
been conceded by foe Indian' government. The genocide has been 
condemned by Aria Watch and Amnesty International and is 
likely to prompt denunciation by other human rights bodies. The 
U.S. State Department has voiced “concern" over foe tragic 
incident. 

The urgent priorities are cessation of the military crackdown 
and violations of human rights and the restitution of foe 
mhrtnationally-aclcnowledged right to self-determination of the 
people of Kashmir. 

We feel foe escalating Indian repression and violation of human 
rights should be condemned by all nations and individuals who 
support human rights and are against forceful occupation. 

Shaukat AH Mvkadam, 
Charge d* Affaires, 
E mb assy of Palristan, 
Amman, 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters in tended for 
publication, however, should contain the writer's foil name and 
preferably address as well. Names am be withheld only open 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts. 








raq denies firing at U.S. jets 


(Co unwed from page 1) 

Or Sunday, tbe official Iraqi 
ir-ews Agency (INA) quoted a 
3 reign Ministry spokesman as 

- lying Iraqi forces had not fired 
-i the American planes or turned 

■V a tracking radar. 

; The incident, he said, “did not 
' r <ke place at all." He also told 
<iA that Iraqi forces were still 
^ ■' ying to find the site of the bomb 
■jepped by the planes. 

•** He added: "Iraq is still bound 
: :y the ceasefire." 

Iraq earlier issued denials to 
' tridents Thursday and Friday in 
ae northern “no-fly” zone, 
hi a later report Sunday, INA 
uoted a Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman as admitting that Iraq 
‘ Hd have a “low-level radar” 
functioning at the time that U.S. 
raiplanes attacked a missile base 
tear the northern oil centre of 
dosed earlier in the week. 

The Pentagon usually has said 
t bombed missile bases only after 
hey switched on their radar. But 
he Iraqi spokesman said in this 
ncident. it was a “normal, gener- 
al low-level — radar,” the kind 
ised by air traffic controllers at 
lirports — not by missile crew. 

At a news conference in Bagh- 
dad, two Iraqi officers — en- 
gineers at the Defence Ministry 

— argued that the cruise missile 
hat hit tbe AI Rashid Hotel on 

- Ian. !7 was a deliberate attack. 

“It was directed 100 percent to 
his point,” Brigadier Mnjahid A! 
<Vni, one of the engineers, told 
-e porters. “These missiles are 
•iccurate to within 10 metres.” 

; The Iraqi officers explained 
-A>hal they said was cruise missile 
: ethnology and showed films of 
what appeared to be the 
approaching missile with its 
ttrobe lights flashing. 

They concluded it was aimed at 
he hotel because cruise strobe 
lights begin flashing five seconds 
before hitting target, in an effort 
:o check the location. 

Tbe officers also said the hotel 
,-nust have been the target be- 
cause cruise warheads only are 
armed just before reaching target 
and that this warhead exploded. 
The U.S. government says the 

- intended target was the Al Nida 


industrial complex, 13 kilometres 
away from the Al Rashid. 

Pentagon officials said at the 
time that the U.S. navy cruise 
missile was knocked off course by 
Iraqi anti-aircraft fire. They also 
said available evidence indicated 
the 450-kilogramme warhead did 
not detonate upon landing out- 
side the hotel. They said the 
explosion was caused by combus- 
tion of the missile's fuel. 

Meanwhile, U.N. chemical 
weapons destruction experts re- 
sumed destruction of mustard 
and nerve gas at the Al Muthanna 
plant north of Baghdad and team 
leader Paul Brough, an Amer- 
ican, said die process would be 
under way at full capacity Mon- 
day. 

He reported good cooperation 
from the Iraqi government. 

A team of inspectors also made 
aerial surveillance by helicopter 
of undisclosed locations but U.N. 
officials would not say that they 
were looking for. No problems 
were reported. 

Asked in tbe CBS interview be 
feld President Saddam should be 
forced out of power, Mr. Aspen 
said the focus should be on deper- 
sonalising the conflict, and ensur- 
ing Iraq comply with U.N. resolu- 
tions that followed the Gulf war. 

“The object (of U.S. policy) is 
to comply with U.N. resolution. I 
personally believe that also 
means Saddam Hussein has to 
go,” he said. 

“I will work to make sure Iraq 
comply with U.N. resolutions,” 
he added, cautioning that even if 
President Saddam left power, his 
Iraqi successor was not necessari- 
ly going to comply with U.N. 
resolutions. 

In response to the second inci- 
dent Friday in the northern “no- 
fly” zone, the Clinton White 
House said President Saddam 
would not be given any room to 
bend the rules. 

“The president is prepared to 
hold firm with Iraq. They must 
comply with all the U.N. resolu- 
tions," spokesman George 
Stephai.opoulos said. “If tbe Ira- 
qis take hostile action against tbe 
American pilots they will re- 
spond.” 


House puts off debate on civil service 


(Continued from page 1) volved in the treatment, care and 
.endorsed a draft law on the we I- rehabilitation of the handicap- 
fare of the mentally and physical- ped. 

ly handicapped as amended by- The House, which will bold its 
the Judiciary Committee. next meeting on Wednesday, also 

If passed by the Senate and listened to ministers’ answers to 
endorsed by His Majesty the : deputies’ questions on a number 
King, the law will reserve two per of domestic issues and referred 
cent of work opportunities at- proposals by some deputies to its 
government agencies and public Administrative Committee, 
companies to the handicapped These include a request signed by 
and will require public buildings 58 deputies for surcharges on 
to have special facilities for them, cigarettes and other products and 
'The law will also gram tax ex- industries that are proven to con- 
emptions to organisations m- tribute to causing cancer. 

Syria urges Clinton to save peace talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

'could be very appropriate be- 
rause he will feel at first hand an 
Israeli position which contradicts 
he trends towards peace.” 

Syria's vice president, mean- 
while, said Damascus wanted the 
alks to continue despite the lack 
rf progress so far. 

“We are still at the starting 
joint, but this does not mean that 
he peace process has reached a 
lead end or failed and we will 
:ontinue the negotiations," 
Vbdul Halim Khadaam said in 
in interview with the London- 
used Arabic magazine AI 
iVasat. 

“If we reach any results that 
-vill satisfy us and achieve our 
iational goals we will continue 
tnd if we don’t reach that we will 
if course stop,” he added. 

Mr. Khaddam said Syria would 
tot consider receiving senior 
sraeli officials, including Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

“We are stilt in a state of war 
v ith Israel and the reasons for the 
■tate of war are still there,” be said 


when asked if Damascus would 
permit a visit by Mr. Rabin. 

Asked about the Middle East 
policies of Mr. Clinton, Mr. 
Khaddam said: “There has been 
no contact between the new 
American administration and the 
Arab negotiating teams. We have 
to wait for some time.” 

President Clinton telephoned 
Mr. Rabin Saturday and prom- 
ised to continue the dose coop- 
eration between the United 
States and Israel. 

Mr. Clinton also urged the 
Israeli leader to keep “dose per- 
sonal relations” with him, said 
Gad Ben-Ari, Mr. Rabin's media 
adviser. 

“The U.S. president told tbe 
prime minister that we would 
work very close with Israel to 
promote peace in the Middle 
East,” Mr. Ben-Ari said. 

Mr. Rabin congratulated Mr. 
Clinton and wished him success, 
Mr. Ben-Ari said. 

Mr. Rabin met with Mr. Clin- 
ton during his visit to the United 
States last December. 


Israel hopes U.S. will block sanctions 


(Continued from page 1) 
vould issue a report to the Secur- 
*y Council. 

Mr. Gharekhan's trips, and 
nw last month by antoher U.N. 
niissaiy, aimed to secure Israel's 
iwnpliance with the U.N. resolu- 
■on demanding the immediate 
sfe return of the Palestinians. 
AU but one minister in Mr. 
labin's backed the expulsions. 
Israd Television said . Friday 
10 of the 18 mtnisters would 
* compromise allowing the 
■ betas’ early return. But it did 
* identify the ministers and 
ben interviewed publicly, even 
5 most leftist ministers stood by 
e government decision. 
Environment Minister Yossi 
fid of tbe leftist Meretz Party 
id he opposed the evictees’ 
.turn but was sure Mr. Rabin 
nild find a way out of the crisis. 
‘Even without returning tire 
portees, there are still various 
ys to remove the international 
*snre on IsraeL,” Mr. Sand 

'Many people , are waiting for 
supreme court to solve the 
•blem,” said Ran Cohen, a 
siator from the Meretz Party. 
But I prefer for our govern- 


ment to be strong and courageous 
enough to make a decision that 
will solve tbe problem,” Mr. 
Cohen said on Israel Radio. 

Israel’s cabinet meanwhile 
stood firm on its refusal to allow 
the Palestinians stranded in Leba- 
non to return to the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“Any solution will be based on 
the original decision that those 
terrorists that were temporarily 
removed will not be returned,” 
Health Minister Hahn Ramon 
told reporters after tbe weekly 
cabinet meeting. 

Addresing tbe cabinet, Mr. 
Rabin expressed confidence that 
President Clinton would continue 
a U.S. policy of protecting Israel 
from U.N. sanctions, cabinet 
sources said. 

Meanwhile, European Council 
President Miguel Martinez said 
on arriving in Israel to meet with 
Mr. Rabin and Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres that he would bring 
up the expulsions. 

“I will definitely speak about 
that but wifl not allow this issue, 
however deplorable I personally 
consider this incident to be, to 
absorb the whole of my mission,” 
the Spanish diplomat said. 


A tale of two Mendelssohns 


A GOOD amateur musician will 
always be worth more than a bad 
professional. Some rare amateurs 
even manage to achieve a level of 
excellence beyond the reach of 
most professionals. The trouble is 
that, almost by definition, they 
tend to keep their talents to 
themselves. 

A case in point is that of Fanny 
Hensel (1805-1847). Had she not 
been Felix Mendelssohn's elder 
sister, it is unlikely that anyone 
today would be interested in 
either her life or her composi- 
tions. Such oblivion would have 
been unfair; she was an admir- 
able' person, and her 400-odd 


compositions that have come 
down to us have much more than 
mere curiosity value. 

During her childhood Fanny 
was given as thorough a musical 
education as her brother, and 
each relied on the other's advice. 
Even by the time Felix had be- 
come a mature composer, her 
temperament and experience 
continued to make her an excel- 
lent mentor. 

But Fanny could not exploit 


By Gerard Condi 


her talents further, since her 
father did not want her to take up 
. a musical career. And Felix, 
although he admired his sister's 
pianistic talents and her composi- 
tions (it is possible he published 
some of them disguised under his 
own name), was of the same 
opinion, though for different 
reasons. 

Fanny was understandably 
rather bitter about this. Her hus- 
band Wihelm Hensel, on the 



The National Music Conservatory/ 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

In cooperation with the 

Australian Embassy 
in Jordan 1 

presents 

Aram Zarasian 
(violin) 
Robert Curry 
(piano) 

in a 

Violin & Piano Recital 
Tuesday, January 26 
•' ' 8:00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre 
In the programme pieces by: 
Beethoven, Liszt, Wieniawsld, 
Stravinsky and others. 


1ScfatefeJD7eickmirfttieit| 
-The Royri Cultural Centre, Tel 669028 1 
-Battchs, Tel 661322 
Rfcni Stores, Td 693775 
Ptfladeiphia Hotel, Tel 683100 
The Nafional Music Coservatory, 

Tel 687620 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 




CENTRO CULTURAL ESPANOL 


♦«* m 9 ^ 



ANNOUNCES 

The start of an intensive Spanish language course 
lasting for one and a half months. 

Registration for the course starts Monday January 
25, T993. 

Course starts Monday February 1, 1993 
Classes: Saturdays, Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednes- 
days and Thursdays, two hours a day from 5 to 7 
p.m. and during the month of Ramadan, classes will 
be held between 3 and 5 p.m. 

For more information, call 610858, 624049 


Spanish Cultural Centre, JabaJ Amman, 3rd Circle, open daily 
except for Fridays and Sundays from 9-1 and from 3-7 p.m. 


:Dinner +Tea Set for 12 persons 
Starting from J.D.7 5 



other hand, did all he could to 
encourage his wife to exploit her 
creativity, with the result that she 
not only composed a large num- 
ber of Lieder, but organised pri- 
vate concerts that were enthusias- 
tically attended by Berlin's music- 
al elite. 

It is very hard, over a century 
and a half later, to determine who 
was responsible for what looks 
very much like a half-wasted life. 
It cannot have been easy for a 
woman belonging to the German 
bourgeoisie of the time, however 
open and liberal it may have 
seemed, to become emancipated. 

Fanny apparently lacked neith- 
er character nor determination. 


But it was no doubt difficult being 
sister to a musician so extraordi- 
narily and precociously gifted as 
Felix Mendelssohn. In a sense, 
agreeing to rake second place to 
someone who was bound to sur- 
pass her anyway was her only 
decent option. 

In 1847 Fanny collapsed while 
conducting a rehearsal of a work 
by her brother and died shortly 
afterwards; Felix himself, wom 
out by a punishing work sche- 
dule. but also robbed of the one 
person who understood his music 
better th3n anyone, died a few 
months later. 

It was Fanny's son, Sebastian 
Hensel, who assembled the fami- 


ly archives and wrote the first 
biography of his mother and un- 
. cle. There are many documentary 
sources concerning the Mendels- 
sohns for musicologists to draw 
on, but Hensel's “Familie Men- 
delssohn,” published in 1879, re- 
mains a goldmine of information. 

Much new material surfaced 
recently with the publication by 
the American Pendragon Press of 
Fanny’s correspondence.cdiied by 
Marcia Citron. The recent pub- 
lication of Francoise Til lard's 
“Fanny Mendelssohn” avoids the 
shrill feminism and oversimpli- 
fication that unfortunately mar 
many such rehabilitations — Le 
Monde. 


Abdoun 

Orthodox Club RD. 
Tel : 823000 


JABAL AMMAN 
SECOND CIRCLE 
TEL 641816 


SOME PEOPLE DON’T 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 

Some people believe that you cannot get a good education through Distance Education. Some 
people believe that because you are getting your education through a correspondence school, 
you don't have to work for your diploma or your degree. Some people confuse “phony degree 
mills” with legitimate Distance-Education Schools. If you are one of these people, don't read any 
further. 

ICS is looking for people who take their education SERIOUSLY, whether attending a traditional 
college or studying by mail. We are looking for people who will apply themselves and work hard to 
get the full value of the training that ICS offers. Diplomas and Degrees are issued upon successful 
completion of a course accredited by the National Home Study Council...your guarantee of a quality 
education. If you take your education seriously and want to train for a new career or improve your 
job skills for advancement in your present job, ICS may have the right career training for you. 
Choose from 60 career courses listed below. Select the one career field you would like to train for 
and indicate that choice in the coupon below. Cut out this ad and mail it to ICS TODAY. We will send 
you a detailed course outline and tuition schedule by return Airmail. There is no obligation. 

SEND FOR FREE FACTS — NO OBLIGATION Z43F 



International Correspondence Schools, DeptFZTo 

Box 1900, Scranton, PA 18501-1900 U.S.A. 


Tbe Hferftft Heco§ahad Leader 
la Heme Stair Training for 
Mom Thao 100 Yearn. 

ASSOCIATE IN SPECIALIZED 
BUSINESS DEGREE PROGRAMS 

60 Business Management 

61 Accounting 

80 Business Management 
with option in Marketing 

81 Business Manuement 
with option in Finance 

64 Applied Computer Science 
68 Hospitality Management 

ASSOCIATE IN SPECIALIZED 
TECHNOLOGY DEGREE 
PROGRAMS 

67 Electronics Technology 
63 Civil Engineering Teen. 

62 Mechanical Engineering Tech. 

65 Electrical Engineering Tech. 

66 Industrial Engineering Tech. 

Get FREE Information — 
MAIL ENTIRE AD TODAY 
Write the nnmber 
of the one career 
that interests you 

PLEASE PRINT 

MR /MRS /MISS 


CAREER DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 


01 Computer Programming in BASIC 

07 U.S. High School Diploma 

02 Electronics 

05 Hotei/Restaurant Management 

13 Professional Secretary 
35 Travel Agent 

14 Air Conditioning & Refrigeration 

32 Art 

59 Catering/Gourmet Cooking 
20 Medical/Dental Office Assistant 

51 Fashion Merchandising 

33 Motorcycle Repair 

52 Surveying & Mapping 

22 WOdllfe/Forestry Conservation 

47 Animal Care Specialist 
260B Building Trades 
106 General Business 

16 Practical English 
89 Small Engine Repair 
50 Starting Your Own Business 

08 Legal Assistant 

69 Computer Programming in COBOL 

48 Computer-Assisted Bookkeeping 
42 Dressmaking £ Design 

87 TV/Video Repair 
04 Auto Mechanics 


12 Interior Decorating 
18 Bookkeeping 
06 Electrician 
03 Child Day Care 
38 Personal Computer 
Specialist 

29 Police Sciences 

10 Private Security Officer 
09 Legal Secretary 
55 Diesel Mechanics 
94 Fitness & Nutrition 
85 Drafting 
26QA Architecture 
260C Machine Shop 
161 Engineering 
41 Joumaiism/Short 
Story Writing 
40 Photography 
70 Computer-Assisted 
Small Business MgmL 
79 Electronics Technician 
91 Cartooning 

25 Firearms Repair 

27 Personal Computer 
Repair 

26 Teacher Aide 

30 Floral Design 


_AGE_ 


ADDRESS. 


CITY/COUNTRY. 




JORDAN MARKET PL A CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING. AR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
ANO, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 
P.O.BOX 7806 




m 


_ \J 

I CROWN 1 

- WTL EST. fi 
| Packing, shipping, m 
a forwarding, storage, ■ 
1 clearing, door-to-dooc j 
I service 
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SAB CDTBE F0E UBS SSEVSB 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

■ft Kais DiycJean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

★ Keys Service 

■fr Uphotetry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 




t/Howt 

Develop y&x Ska .at 

/©in- step a?#-##:- fc"" 







Sfutirisam- . . 

Baaiu * Phone.: 

Swefieb tel: 823891 



4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 



IS 


MANDARIN BECTAtlMI 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Gmese Chefs 

\Opcn 1&3D-3-30 A 6 VO- 11.30 d»ifr| 


Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 

[Tal. 681822. Amman] 

Once Tested 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
' available 

OpenDaBy tSL30-330p*n 
7.30 -Tl .30 pm 

Alter the PhHaMphki Hotel 

"towards 3rd circle 


£ ^ ? Hi Jf 



Vy QmII 

? ’ 120 

.£ Authentic 
* t s5 Chinese dishes, 
jff from all great re- 
rS * Qional cuisine 
■ styles of China, 
/j'.i ; Prepetd by ov 


r** vf-M lunch & dinner 

PUIklA Tfrmywta 

l~niNA JabaJ Al Hussan 

HOUSE Unistiy of Trade 

o T & industrial Rd. 

Restaurant tat 17755 



7 CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bwbsquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight / 


SlUfl N NATIONAL 
Rent a Car 


Car-Rental 

Pick up-delivery 



Safety Rnd Style] 

S 694-882 




Every great city in the world has Its China 
Town and AmmariSnow has its own. 


Where you can 
Chinese di: 


e most exquisite! 
dinner. 


Cftm 

Town 

f^eitaurcud 



at the 

Tel. 674295' or ^674Tff^ ext 6338 



IIAKOTEL 


Amman -Tel, 668193 -- 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Al Orthodox! wfll have to win Tuesday to force a third 


1st Division Basketball Championship 


Final stage begins today 

Orthodoxi, Ahli clashTuesday 


By Aleen Bannayan 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Four matches re- 
main in the First Division Bas- 
ketball Championship which 
comes to an end Tuesday when 
Jordan's baskebali power- 
houses — AJ Ahli and Al 
Orthodoxi — clash at the 
Sports Palace Court at Al Hus- 
sein Youth City. 

Al Ahli now lead the stand- 
ings with 26 points, followed 
by all-time rivals Al Orthodoxi 
one point behind. Titleholders. 
Al Orthodoxi, will seek to de- 
feat Al Ahli and force a decid- 
ing match, while Al Ahli will 
aim to end ail speculation by 
scoring their second win over 
their rivals to win back the title 
they won in 1990. 

Although Al Orthodoxi lost 
68-65 to Al Ahli in the first 
round of the championship, 
both teams have shown no 
mercy easily overcoming their 
opponents by scoring over the 
100 point mark — a clear 
indicator that any serious 
threar of their top-two posi- 
tions is still far-fetched. 

Three matches will be play- 
ed Monday as Al Jalil and Al 
Jazireh play the now relegated 
Homentmen and Al Abbasi, 


while Al Watani clash against 
Al Hussein. 

Al Jazireh have' this year 
secured third place after scor- 
ing a crucial win over Al Hus- 
sein. Al Jalil, third place win- 
ners last year could not com- 
pete for an advanced standing 
this season after they pulled 
out of a match — and conse- 
quently lost a point — early in 
the competition. 

Al Hussein wfll seek to de- 
feat Al Watani to secure fourth 
place, while Al Jalil and Al 
Jazireh will have no problem 
overcoming Homentmen and 
Al Abbasi. 

Al Watani, on the other 
hand will try to stage an upset 
by defeating Al Hussein 


whereby Al Hussein, Al Jaltl 
and Al Watani will tie in over- 
all points giving Al Jalil the 
chance to better their standing 
based on score difference. 

Meanwhile the Jordan 
Times has learnt that the 
Friends Of Basketball (FOB) 
committee has been regrouped 
after a long absence. FOB 
members were lately seen 
closely monitoring most 
matches in order to present die 
Jordan Basketball Federation 
with the latest statistics con- 
cerning all players. 

The first issue of the FOB’S 
monthly bulletin will appear' 
Tuesday and will be distributed 
to basketball fans attending the 
final match of the season. 


Standings prior to final round 


Team 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

PTS 

Al Ahfi 

13 

— 

1360 

647 

26 

Al Orthodoxi 

12 

1 

1690 

828 

25 

Al Jazireh 

8 

5 

1028 

974 

21 

Al ffasscu 

6 

7 

916 

1052 

19 

Al JaH 

6 

7 

958 

1007 

18 

Al Watani 

5 

8 

797 

1045 

18 

Hmmmlm— 

1 

12 

721 

1264 

14 

Al Abbasi 

1 

12 

705 

1358 

14 


PARIS (Agencies) — German 
World Cup strikers Juergen 
Klinsmann and Rudi Voeller 
struck again Saturday to give 
Monaco and Marseille victories 
which kept the French ride race 
wide open. 

Klinsmann, die cool execution- 
er. hit his sixth goal in a fortnight 
as he led Monaco to a comfort- 
able 2-0 win over Le Havre, 
keeping his side a point clear of 
Nantes at the top of the league. 

Voeller. hat-trick hero just two 
weeks ago. hit two more in a 
tight-fought 2-1 win by Marseille 
over Lyon but his late winner was 
hotly contested by the visitors 
who claimed he scored with his 
hand. 

The young Nantes side main- 
tained their rhythm with a 2-0| 
victory over Nimes. young striker « 
Nicolas Oucdec getting both* 
goals. 

Paris St Germain, impressive 
2-0 winners in Caen Friday, 
stayed three points off the pace 
with Marseille, leasing Auxerre 
the only contenders to lose 
ground. They lost 1-0 in Bor- 
deaux to a Zinedine Zidane goal 
to go five points adrift. 

Monaco’s form of late has 
prompted many observers to sug- 
gest they are the team who could 
interrupt Marseille's series of 
four successive titles. 


Klinsmann gave them the lead 
in the 35th minute, his 14th goal 
Of the season, and winger Christ- 
ian Perez wrapped things up just 
eight minutes later. 

Marseille got off to a great start 
Velodrome when Voeller netted 
in the fourth minute but their 
surprisingly Fragile defence let in- 
Roman n Billong for an equaliser 
in the 24th. 

The visitors seemed set to grab 
a point until Voeller’s controver- 
sial second eight minutes from 
time, a goal which prompted 
Lyon trainer Raymond 
Domenech to race off the bench 
in rage as he called for it to be 
disallowed. 

Only 17 goals were scored in 
the 10 matches played, the worst 
tally of the season, one less than 
the previous low set last week. 

In British soccer teen-age 
welsh winger Ryan Giggs scored 
14 minutes from the end as 
mighty Manchester United edged 
lowly Brighton 1-0 Saturday to 
gain the fifth round of Football 
Association Cup. 

Playing without injured 
Frenchman Eric Cantona and his 
strike partner Mark Hughes, Un- 
ited fielded a weakened attack 
but still had too much power for 
the divirion two team and 19- 
year-old Giggs netted the winner. 

Saturday's fourth round games 


did not produce a single upset. 

Second division Hartlepool, 
which knocked out Crystal Palace 
in the third round yet is struggling 
to avoid bankruptcy, lost 14) at 
Premier League team Sheffield 
United. 

Tran mere, which is gunning for 
promotion to the top flight for the 
first time in its 108 year history, 
led Premier League team Ipswich 
until the 68th minute after former 
Scottish international Winger Pat 
Nevin scored. 

Tranmere also had knocked 
Premier League Oldham out in 
the third round but, this time, 
goals by Jason Dozzell and 
Bulgarian striker Bontcho Guent- 
chev turned the game around for 
an Ipswich triumph. 


Graf, Sabatini advance 
while Seles has a rest 


Klinsmann and Voeller strike again; 
Manchester United keep lead 


MELBOURNE (R) — Monica 
Seles watched her three main 
rivals win through to the quarter- 
final* of the Australian Open ten- 
nis championships Sunday but 
must be licking her lips at the 
prospect of playing any one of 
them in the final. 

The world number one, whose 
game was washed out by rain, has 
been in sparkling form in the 
year's first Grand Slam event, 
while number two Stefi Graf was 
far from convincing in her 6-3 6-3 
win over Bulgarian teenager 
Magdalena Maleeva. 

Number three seed Gabriels 
Sabatini also looked tentative 
against Australia’s last hope, 
Nicole Pro vis, saving two set 
points in the first set before win- 
ning her way through to the last 
eight 7-5 6-3. 

Only fourth seed Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario produced anything 
like her real form but even she 
had to survive a nightmare first 
set against Germany's Anke Hu- 
ber. 

Graf, who played bet match 
against Maleeva before heavy 
rain wrought havoc with the play- 
ing schedule, had trouble with 
her service throughout and, 
starved of match practice, had 
hoped for a better workout. 

4> I expected a tougher match.... 
but both our serves didn’t work 
very well, that's why there were 
so many breaks,” said Graf. 

The German number two seed 
is likely to face a tough quarter- 
final against American teenager 
Jennifer Capriati whose match 
against 14th seed Katerina 
Maleeva was one of those lost 
through Sunday's rain. 

Sabatini playing well enough to 
win the event but once 
again her fragile service neatly let 
her down. 

She dropped serve twice in the 
first set and, but for unforced 
errors on important points by the 
Australian, would probably have 
been stretched to three sets. 

"I think I am getting much 
more confident, the serve was 
going much better in the second 
set,” Sabatini said. 

Mentally I am getting much 
better, I felt mentally tough to- 
day,” she said. 

The Argentine will face Mary 
Pierce in the quarter-finals after 
the Frenchwoman had the quick- 
est win of the day, a 6-0 fW) 
victory over American Gigi Fer- 
nandez. 

Men's top seed Jim Courier- 
completed the first week without 



Stefan Edbcrg of Sweden, playing with a back injury, leans on the net 
at die end of his match. Edberg later announced he was paBhzg out of 
the doubles (AFP photo) 

dropping a set when he motored his back was not bothering him 
into the last eight with a 6-1 6-3 but subsequently pulled out of his 
7-6 win over 15th seed Sergi doubles commitments with 


Bruguera. 

On a wet Melbourne evening. 


Dutchman Jan Siemerink. 

His coach Tony Pickard issued 


the slow-starting Spaniard might a statement saying: “Stefan has 
have had more success wielding a withdrawn from the doubles com- 
rolied-up umbrella against petition due to a lower back 
Courier »- the first set but had at spasm he sustained late in the 
least p sieved respectability by match yesterday. On medical 
the end. ' advice he has withdrawn from the 

The first set lasted just 22 doubles only, 
minutes and although the defend- “He will continue to receive 
ing champion appeared to relax treatment and we are hopeful he 
slightly, he was well pleased by will be able to take his place on 
the time he returned to the court tomorrow." 
locker-room. Asked about possible back 

“This is definitely a step in the trouble after his third round 
rigfft direction... this is the way I match against Amos Mansdorf, 
was hoping I was going to play," the Swede replied: “You have 


he said. 


good eyes. Actually it's not too 


Courier now has two days off bad.. .it’s very good. It comes 
before his next match, likely to be with age you know.” 
against Czech Peter Korda, two It now appears more serious 
sets up in an unfinished match and Edberg's opponent m the last 
against American Chris Garner. 16, Frenchman Arnaud Boetsch, 
“Now's a great time to get my and American Pete Sampras wfll 


body ready for the push,' 
said. 


be among those most interested 
in Edberg's medical bulletins. 
Sampras is in the same -half of 



The only other mail definitely 

through to the last eight is Ger- fhe ■»* «■* g" 

man Michael Stich. Still in the are seeded to meet m the seirufin- 

tournament after a week in which ^ a f ** 

he has been fined $2^00 for one of the potential class* match- 

assorted ill-tempered comments. ***5 . t ^! n ^J ne n 

“I haven’t pl£ed my best but Jj*®* ? 

I'm still in the quartir-finab," lwo . AastraJ,an °P? n utJes at . lt ? 
said Stich after serving 22 aces in Patous venue Kooyong, but 
a 6-7 6-4 6-4 64) win over De- has yet to repeat that success at 

nmarfc’s Kenneth Carisen. . . . 

In 1989 he was forced to 

Edberg polls out of doubles *"“* the . 9 uarte ^ nals 

with a back complaint and was 

struck down again the following 
year. Having reached the final 
against Ivan Lendl, he had to 
retire in the third set with a pulled 


Stefan Edberg’s familiar injury year. Having new 
jinx at the Australian Open against Ivan Lei 
threatens to strike again after the retire in the third : 
world number two withdrew from stomach muscle. 


Natafia Zvereva 


the doubles with a bad back 
Sunday. 

The Swede, forced to default 
through injury at Flinders Park in 
both 1989 and 1990, had claimed 


Edbcrg, the world’s number- 
one ranked player for 12 weeks in 
1992, is merely the latest top 
player to be suffering from wear 
and tear. 


horoscope 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY JANUARY 25, y 

* Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Cano* n&tsr Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: the friends 


Keep abreast of your movements 
around the house today, and pay 
particular attention to where you 

a thin g! — your keys, your 
...you can be “tripped up" by 
abseutmindedness, or by loose 
electrical wiring underfoot.- 

ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
Early hi me day invite friends and 
acquaintances into your home with 
whom you can enjoy wans eft and 

gain desired information in the 
evening- 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
fine day to get whatever com- 
mumcatKms that require thought 
and expert knowledge bom you 
and send messages off before the 
sun goes down. 

GEMHQ: (May 21 to June 21) 
Consider wen just what your mate- 
rial aims axe and then seek out the 
advice Grom successful financial 
and business persons who can be 
helpful 

MOON CmUDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) The daytime can be spent 
in garnering Into youndf the per- 
sonal conditions you must desire to 
have about you, improving person- 
al appearance. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This 
day can be utilized to mull over 
your secret ambitions and to de- 
cide upon a campaign of action to 
gam them which can be put in 
motion tonight. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have a good day to plan 


wish to see over the days ahead 
and to communicate and make 
engagements .with them, 
tibhA; (September 23 to October 
22) Complete whatever outside 
vocational interests daim your 
attention and then let a bigwig 
know of your special capabilities 
and talents. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A new approach at bow 
best to improve your ttowria and 
development is. available to you 
now if you are on the quiVrve ana 
accept in the right way. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Tt may not teem 
romantic but you can eujoy.today 
by getting rid of whatever is hold- 
ing you back- and p lann i n g a new 
more i n teresting activities. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Don't be upset be- 
cause associates today seem to be 
emotional but be un d e rs ta n ding 
and curb your objectivity and you 
reach a new accord. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever you have in. mind 
where finishing up in the days tasks 
are concerned should be done in a 
highly efficient manner with real 
operative skin. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Much conversation with part- 
nets can find you and then reaching 
a meeting of minds which wifl not. 
be possible if rcsnteoce exists be- 
tween you. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 




AlOPFes 1 

^smfcqovt 

TPXKSCSBtftH'X i 
(vrmvKM^r<nr>< I 


j/ARgrs 

‘My wife sent me here because i have 
trouble seeing her point of view.” ~ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Amok/ 


Unscramble these fOur-Jumfates,- 
one tetter to «ach square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


EAGAD 


HELAT 


TERRFE 


CRAFTO 


Print answer here: 


\ WHAT THE TIRE I 
REPAIRMAN PEMAN17EE7. ! 
FOR HIS WORN. 


Now arrange the ebetod totters to 
form the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow# 

Jumbles: MANGY AGATE LIMPID PRYING ' 
Answer The worst thing about going to the dentist — 
THE "PAYIN'* 1 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIHSCH 

'iiDu-. woe * y-ini, wc 

IT’S THE SAME THE WHOLE WORLD OVER 


North-South v-ulnernble. South 
deals, 

NORTH 

* 8 7 

r A 9 & 4 2 
■Q 8 3 

* 10 8 4 

WEST EAST 

* 9 3 2 * A J 10 

; K J 10 7 5 3 : Q 6 

6 K J 10 0 4 2 

♦ 9 3 2 ♦ 7 6 

SOUTH 
4RQ643 
Void 
A 7 5 

+AKQJ5 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

I * 2 . Pass 3 " 

4 Pass 4 NT Pass 

5 ♦ Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of 

Nn matter where you travel, you 
will always find a bridge game and 
be welcome. The recent Spring 
North American Championships in 
Pasadena, Calif., attracted players 
from nine countries Australia, Bra- 
zil. Great Britain. Germany. India. 
Israel . Iceland. Poland and Sweden. 
Four members of Britain’s interna- 


tional wo men's team caused some 
upsets in the Vanderbilt Knockout 
Team Championship, including a 
win over the second-seeded team by 
the narrow margin of 3 Internation- 
al Match Points. 

Sitting East-West on this deal 
were Nicola Smith and Pat Davies. 
In a competitive auction. South’s 
four-heart cue- bid showed a power- 
ful hand and North’s four no trump 
asked South to pick a suit- The final 
contract of five clubs was eminently 
reasonable although, aa the cords 
lie. four spades could be made 
against any defense. Try it 

Pat Davies selected her singleton 
diamond for the opening lead. Dum- 
my's queen was covered by the king 
and taken with the ace. Declarer 
crossed to the table with the ten of 
clubs to take a diamond discard on 
the ace of hearts, then lad a spade. 
East followed with the ten and de- 
clarer's queen woo. 

Next, declarer exited with a 
spade. Ja with the jack. East cashed 
the long of diamonds on whxch’West 
discarded a spade. East continued 
with the ace of spades and that was 
that. West was able to niff with the 
nine of clubs for the setting trick. 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(January 18 — January 22, 1993) 


AMMAN — The, dollar dropped sig nifi ca nt ly lasr week, hurt by fading 
■ expectations tbat the wide gap between U-S. interest rates and 
European interest rates win narrow in the near term. The U.S. unit thus 
coded the week in New York in at L59 marks, its lowest level of 1993. 

The dnBar retreated in a technical correction Monday when expecta- 
tions of . concerted interest rate cuts in Germany and other EMS 
countries faded to materialise over the weekend. The thin trading 
yotomeaoceatnated, however, the dollar's decline, as most banks in 
New York were dosed for Martin Luther King’s day. 

‘ During the rest of the week, market participants’^ attention bfeoune 
loosed on die issue of the timing of convergence between U.S. and 
German interest rates, which was becoming increasingly uncertain. 
Apart from various remarks by German officials «igp»«rmg that 
inflation rates were still too high to permit an interest rate cat in 
Germany, market participants were also uncertain about the new U.S. 
domestic economic plans of Mr. CUn ton's administration, including the 
pear lean direction of U.S. interest rates. All this uncertainly gave 
dominance to technical factors and short term considerations, and the 
dollar, thus, controlled to decline steadily. News of developments in the 
Golf, on the other hand, faded to attract safe -haven demand for the 
dollar. 

. Further waves of dollar selling materialised at the end of the week, 
spared by comments by a Bundesbank official that a German interest 
rate ent was stiH to early, and accentuated later on when the U.S. unit 
feB below the psychologically significant 1.60 marks and 1.5975 marks. 
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'Cinema Tel: 677420' 

CONCORD 


Kevin Costner .and -Whitney Houston 


BODYGUARD 

Shim: 1230. 3:15. &00. 830. 1030 

Free Car Parking 


Tel: 67557r 

Al Mfiririni T heat re 


Tuesday January 5th marks the opening 
pf tie new theatre season presenting: 

riBiamahiw fIVn — 


Daily at &30 p.m. 

Tickets office open aft day 


India saves on oil 
import bill as prices dip 



NEW DELHI (R) — India has 
saved, substantially on oil imports 
because of the drop in interna- 
tional prices and is bolding off on 
new contracts because it expects 
prices to fall further, petroleum 
ministry officials say. 

India’s oil import bill for fiscal 
1992-93 (April- March), earlier 
forecast at $6.1 billion, will be 
around $5.5 billion unless prices 
suddenly rise, said a ministry 
official. 

He said be cook) not give a 
precise figure because- contracts 
for March deliveries would prob- 
ably not be fixed farther. 

“Until the exercise for the 
whole year is completed, it is not 
possible to predict foe scenario," 
the official said. 

“But It is likely we will save. 
We save if the brent price is 
below $18 (per barrel),” be ex- 
plained. 

World benchmark B ent crude 
was trading in Dnbai at $17.05 
per barrel Thursday for March 
deliveries. Prices have fallen be- 
cause Of high production mid the 
trend is likely to continue due to a 
mild winter in the West, oil 
analysts say. 

Other ministry officials said 


contracts for the 1993-94 financial 
year were also being delayed 
because the government was 
waiting for the .seasonal fall in 
prices. 

Cheaper imports would be a 
godsend for India, which has seen 
its domestic crude production fall 
steadily over the past three years. 

The independent Centre for 
Monitoring the Indian Economy 
(CMIE) said crude imports were 
jikely to reach 29 million tonnes 
in fiscal 1992-93 from a previou sl y 
forecast 26.66 million because in- 
digenous production would "fall 
two million tonnes short of the 
projected 28.46 million tonnes. 

The shortfall is primarily due to 
declining ontput from the 
offshore Bombay high wells, 
whch account for about half of 
India’s domestic production. 

India was also expected to im- 
port about nine million tonnes of 
petroleum products, CMIE said. 

The savings on oil imports are 
expected to boost India’s sagging 
foreign exchange reserves, which 
fell $276 million to $5.36 billion in 
the first nine months of the fiscal 
year. 


German president 
urges open trade 
with Third World 


i 


BONN (R) — In a call for more 
open world trade, German Presi- 
dent Richard von Weizsaecker 
has said the European Commun- 
ity (EC) should give agricultural 
produce from developing coun- 
tries freer access to its markets. 

“We cannot avoid national, 
European and world-wide liber- 
alisation of markets for agricultu- 
ral products," he said at a form 
fair in Berlin. 

“We cannot expect impover- 
ished developing nations, in 
which 40 per cent of the gross 
national product and 80 per cent 
of workers depend on agricul-. 
hire, to accept a continuation of 
past policies which shut off our 
markets and supress competi- 
tion," be pointed out. 

He criticised new EC rules 
which slap punitive duties on 
banana imports from South 
America to protect more expen- 
sive growers in dependencies or 
former colonies of EC states. 

“Neither producing countries 
overseas nor German consumers 
can understand the current pro- 


tectionist EC banana-import reg- 
ime with which it wants to protea 
its home market," Mr. Weiz- 
saeclcer said. 

Speaking at the 67th annual 
Green week Farm Fair, he said 
EC policies had also forced 
Ecuador to cut its vital oil exports 
by a quarter. 

“We can imagine how the EC 
would react if something similar 
were to happen here," the presi- 
dent added. 

Mr. Weizsaeckcr said it was 
vital to complete the stalled six- 
year Uruguay Round of negotia- 
tions to lower world trade bar- 
riers. They were originally doe to 
end two years ago. 

“It is a serious failure and 
equally an alarming warning for 
the world economy that despite 
all promises tbe round is still not 
finished," he said. 

“All parties of the multilateral 
world trade system will benefit if 
trade barriers are dismantled and 
trade structures changed to opt 
for more ecological fanning 
methods. 


Japan trade surplus in 6 92 hits $107b 


TOKYO (R) — Japan has said its 
trade surplus soared to a record 
$107.06 billion last year, a figure 
fikety to provoke more discontent 
among Tokyo's increasingly irri- 
tated trading partners. 

The finance ministry 
announced the customs-cleared 
trade surplus for calendar 1992, 
up sharply from $77.79 billion in 
1991. The previous record was 
$82.7 billion in 1986. ■ 

■ The $11.23 billion surplus for 
December, unadjusted for sea- 
sonal factors, was the second 
largest monthly figure ever. It 
compares to $10.03 billion in 
December 1991. 

Tbe surplus with the United 
States widened to an unadjusted 
$43.67 billion in calendar 1992 
from $38.22 billion in 1991. 

The finance ministry said the 
trade surplus , tyith European 


Community jumped 14 per cent 
to a record $31.18 billion in 1992. ' 

Asian leaders too, after taking 
hefty trade imbalances in their 
stride, are starting to speak out. 
Japan's surplus with tbe rest of 
Asia for the year climbed 31.6 per 
cent to $41.76 billion. 

Although Japan’s trading part- 
ners criticise it for not opening its 
markets further, most economists 
here say the economy is the real 
culprit. 

One of the worst downturns in 
decades has sapped Japan’s abil- 
ity to buy goods from any country 
over the past two years, hitting 
import figures. For all of 1992, 
imports slipped 1.7 per cent to 
$232.70 billion. 

Exports surged by eight per 
cent to $339.76 billion. But many 
ecoooniists say tbe strengthening 
yen has exaggerated the sire of 


HOUSE FOR RENT 

Furnished or not, 3 bedrooms, sitting 
room, balcony, two bathrooms, in front of 
Philadelphia Hotel. 

For more information, please call: 

625421 till 5 p.m. 

668744 after 5 p.m. 


“FOR SALE” 

1992 Mercedes 230 E 

230 E, fully optioned, blue black colour, excellent condi- 
tion, (8000) km only, non-Jordanian plate, price required 
JD 22,000.- 

Please call tel. noj (623897) or (627160) 


Modern Furnished Apartments 

• One bedroom, living - dining room, kitchen & bath. 

• Studio of one bedroom, kitchenette and bath. 

Central heating & telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman (Zahran Quarter) bet 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner tel. 667662 - 642351 




0^iO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS, WITH OR 
WrrHOliT FURNITURE 


JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Tel S 82 9882/829883 


'Cinema ~ Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Patrick Swayze and Demi Moor . 
in 

GHOST 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 10130 
Th. + Fr. special show for children at 11:00 

The Fox And The Hound 


T“ Tel: ©5155 

AHLANTHEATttE 

Nabil fr Hisham Theatre 

. Daily presents at 8:30 p.m. (except Saturdays 
and Sundays) 

“Welcome New World Order Play/93” 

tn a new form. 

Box office opens dafy for booking and reservation. * 


tbe exports when they are con- 
verted from yen to dollars. 

Economists say foe big quest- 
-ion now is bow Tokyo will react 
to further pressure. Japanese 
trade officials have been talking 
about taking a tougher line with 
Washington and Brussels, bat 
politicians may seek to appease 


foreign capitals and benefit them- 
selves in the process. 

Yuldo Sato, head of foe minis- 
try's North American Affairs 
Bureau, recently called on Tokyo 
to take advantage of a generation 
change in Washington and seek 
an “equal partnership" with the 
United States. 


Investment in Dubai 
free zone tops $lb 


DUBAI (R) — Investments in 
Dubai's Jebel Ali Free Trade 
zone, set up seven years ago, now 
Top $1 billion, foe zone authority 
announced Sunday. 

Tbe Jebel Ali Free Zone Au- 
thority said that in 1992, 123 new 
companies 'from 27 countries in- 
vested $259 million in foe zone, 
which now ranks third in foe 
world. 

Tbe authority said 1992 had 
accounted for a quarter of foe 
investments, adding: “At the end 
of the year there was a total of 
450 companies with combined 
capital investments of over 
$1,020,000." 

The authority said many of the 
companies already operating in 


tbe zone expanded operations in 
1992. The authority invested 
around $54 million in new infras- 
tructure and buildings. 

“New outside investments in- 
creased by about 30 per cent over 
1991, but this does not indude 
tbe additional capital investments 
of established free zone com- 
panies expanding their opera- 
tions," tbe statement quoted au- 
thority chairman Sultan Ahmad 
Bin Sulayem as saying. 

Zone officials say that 450 com- 
panies from 53 countries are 
operating now at foe zone, which 
permits 100 per cent foreign own- 
ership without paying income or 
corporation tax. 


Now Arrivals at 



( 00 ^ 


Redskins 

49ers 

White Sox 
Air Jordan 
Bulls 
Celtics 
Lakers 



Abdoun Circle 




FOR RENT 

One bedroom, sitting and dining room, kitchen and 
bathroom with central heating, washing machine, 
colour T.V., separate telephone and private entrance. 
Location: Shmeisani near Aramex. 

For further information, please call 
tel. 680131 


Wluiic Sntemationai (KMI) 


KMLa young and professional company, is proud to be tbe first in Jordan to offer the 
market direct from foe manufacturers, original master cassettes and CD’s, not copies from 
CD-to-cassette recordings or so-caDed Far Eastern made (recorded) originals ! 

KMI is pleased to announce its association with Mode Master, manufacturers, distributors, 
and licensees of original master cassettes and CD’s. As representatives of Musk Master in 
Jordan, KMI is proud to offer original products at reasonable prices (roan major music 
producers such as: Warner Bros., EMI, Polygram, Atlantic, Elektra and many more. The 
following original master cassettes and CD’s are available: 

■ft Tie Bodypani soaadtnB* — WHtaey Beratm . _ , 

A Gteria Ertefu — Grata! hits 1993 » Prion rad the New GraeratMR 

OSt-Lmikta t™* 1 ** ■■■■_ 


And many, many more 
KM SOON-TO-BE RELEASES 1993 

t gtaSSrt *And Fans of Rap - Ice-Ta - brand new album 

m nn 4nr SuOBTIWWI ! 


Also coming for fans of Arabic 
ri .sic — foe eagerly awaited 
new album of 1993 by Majkfa A! 
Roumi! 

Location: Sweifleh, near 
Al Mazar Supermarket 


Ana Ba> 


Moneychangers 
find little money 
to earn a fortune 

By Samir Shafiq 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Moneychangers, who reopened two months ago 
after a long absence, are realising that the market is not tbe 
same hustling and bustling place as that of foe 70s and 80s. 

According to Naim Msharbash, a moneychanger who re- 
sumed operations on Nov. 10, 1992, the whole situation has 
changed. The volume of dealings is far below what it used to be 
and, be said, income is minimal, especially when taken against 
foe high capital, fees and other requirements which had to be 
provided to tbe financial authorities to get back in tbe business. 

Mr. Msharbash said that his daily turnover at present was 
about $50,000, compared to foe $200,000 of foe past boom 
years. Another moneychanger said that compared to his daily 
turnover of around $1 million in the past, now foe volume has 
shrunk to about $200,000. 

The return of tens of thousands of Jordanian expatriates from 
the Gulf was the main reason for the reduction of the flow of 
funds through moneychangers, Mr. Msharbash pointed out. 

He added that foe misfortune of Iraqis was another factor 
which curbed activity. 

The stability in Lebanon also prompted foe Syrians to' shift a 
good part of their “private and quiet" business from Amman to 
Beirut, said Mr. Msharbash. 

Mr. Msharbash and Jawdat Alarm, another moneychanger, 
saw no quick recovery to the sluggish Jordanian market and 
sensed no possible return to “the golden days of foe past" in the 
near future. 

Both moneychangers said that prior to cancelling all 
moneychanging business in 1988 there were some 60 firms 
engaged in the profession. Both were expecting the number to 
exceed the previous total because, even new, previously 
unknown companies have been given licences. 

“We are only five operating at present and we can cover all 
the needs of tbe market," Mr. Msharbash said. 

“The market has shrunk tremendously and many will drop 
out during a short period,” Mr. Alami stressed, noting that the 
business was no more enough to satisfy all. 

Mr. Alami elaborated that banks were also in moneychangjng 
business now and, unlike the past years, they were full-fledged 
competitors. This is made possible because, although 
moneychangers could offer marginally lower prices, of more 
flexibility in processing a transaction and a more cordial and 
quicker service, Mr, Alami elaborated, a customer may still 
choose to approach a bank’s moneychanging window for its 
proximity or some other personal reason or business advantage. 

Another moneychanger, who requested anonymity, told the 
Jordan Times that new regulations draw guidelines as to how 
moneychanging operations should be conducted: these regula- 
tions impose very tight constraints and could well be described 
as unrealistic. 

The moneychanger specified the condition of having to deal 
with foreign banks only through local banks as being a big 
obstacle. 

“How can I operate by buying a foreign currency cheque for a 
large amount and then having to wait for maybe 14 days until my 
focal bank here collects tbe value of the cheque from abroad?" 
asked the moneychanger. “It is obviously a loss transaction." 

Some other operational details, such as movement or trans- 
portation of funds, are still not yet dear enough, and, according 
to the moneychanger, more time was needed to specify best 
practical methods. 

The moneychangers who were interviewed did not regret 
reopening the same business after a long absence, despite all the 
complaints they aired and the surprises they encountered. 

“This business runs in the family. My grandfather was the fust 
licenced moneychanger in Jordan, and here I am, having 
secured tbe first licence to reopen," Mr. Msharbash said. 

He said that the normal daily “change of currencies" was not 
profitable to the extent of saying it could be a good source of 
income. 

“It is only occassional hit. (darbat in Arabic) like this 
euphoria over foe Iraqi dinar, that gives me good business,*' Mr. 
Msharbash said, 

Mr. Alami, tackling dealings in U.S. dollars, stressed tbat 
dollar trading represented about 60 per cent of his daily volume. 
He also emphasised that the Jordanian dinar was riding high, 
noting that there was high demand for it, especially that the 
interest on foe dinar was very encouraging compared to other 
currencies. “Yesterday I was approached by an investor who 
sought to change $1CK),000 to dinars," he noted. 

“The demand in general is mostly for U.S. dollars and 
Jordanian dinars, followed by European currencies. Arab 
banknotes are not actively traded, except for the Iraqi dinars 
which have been hoarded by Jordanians, anticipating large 
profit,” Mr. Alami elaborated. 

“We can provide you with any amount in any currency up to 
the equivalent of JD 20,000, without asking any question or 
recording any information," Mr. Msharbash pointed out. 
“However,” he added, “we are senring some moves from the 
authorities to oblige us to get identification of clients. If that 
happens, it would be totally disastrous. Why should anybody 
come to me then for foreign currency?" 

But what is the situation in the black market now that 
moneychangers are legally back in foe free market? 

A moneychanger says: “The black market still exists, box all 
those involved in it are now a bunch of crooks, fishing in murky 
waters, who spread false rumours and capitalise on tbe public’s, 
desire to become wealthy fast, especially from dealings m Iraqi 
or Lebanese currencies." 


China to relax 
more controls - 
on private 
business 

BEIJING (R) — China is prepar- 
ing to relax more controls over its 
small but thriving private sector 
as port of foe drive for a market 
economy. 

Liu Minxue, chief of the admi- 
nistration for industry and com- 
merce, said private business “will 
be allowed to engage in the pro- 
duction and management in 
almost all the industries except 
for those concerned with national 
security and health,” foe official 
Xinhua News Agency reported. 

“The individual and private 
sectors are playing a more impor- 
tant role in China’s drive for the 
market economy. Both are consi- 
dered as necessary supplements 
to state or collectively-owned en- 
terprises," Xinhua said. 

The agency said the new poli- 
cies would apply to an estimated 
15 million household and private 
enterprises, which paid state 
taxes worth about $3.5 billion last 
year. 
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Yugoslav leader says Croatian 
Air Force, navy attacking Serbs 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, JANUARY: 2S,j9ff 


GENEVA (R) — Yugoslav Pres- 
ident Dobrica Cosic Sunday ac- 
cused the Croatian Air Force and 
navy of bombarding Serb- 
populated areas in Croatian Kra- 
jina and said a “veritable war" 
was under way. 

He told reporters the fighting, 
which broke out Friday, was 
undermining efforts in Geneva to 
negotiate a peace settlement in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina — wedged 
between Yugoslavia and southern 
Croatia. 

“Croatia is using its air force 
and navy and is bombarding 
populated areas in the Serb Re- 
public of Krajina.... This is a 
veritable war.” declared Mr. 
Cosic after a meeting with inter- 
national mediators Cyrus Vance 
and Lord Owen. 

“This seriously undermines 
and complicates the peace effort 
here.... There can be no peace in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina unless there 
is peace in the United Nations- 
protected areas in Krajina.” 

But Mr. Cosic indicated there 
were no immediate plans to send 
Yugoslav forces to join local 
Serbs resisting the Croatian army 
in the region, dose to the Adria- 
tic coast. 

“We shall proceed in a peace- 
ful way to try to get a resolution." 
he said. Yugoslavia hoped its 
appeal to the U.N. Security 
Coundl for a Croatian withdraw- 
al would bring a quick pull-out, 
he added. 

In Zadar, a major Croatian 
port facing the Krajina region 
inland, a Croatian government 
offirial denied planes were being 
used in the Krajina incursion but 
he declined to comment on 
whether navy guns were firing. 

“I wish we had them (planes) 
to use. But we wouldn’t waste 
Croatia's only two (Soviei-buUt) 
MiG fighters to hit Krajina." the 
offirial, in charge of liaison with 
U.N. peacekeeping forces in the 
region, told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

Croatia's naval resources are 
also deemed to be small. 


The Yugoslav Navy bom- 
barded Croatian Adriatic ports 
after the republic seceded from 
the Serbian- led federation in 
1991, and Croatia managed to 
seize a small number of ships. 

But the number of vessels it 
acquired in the conflict was small 
and the size of its navy now is 
believed to be modest. 

Lieutenant General Satish 
Nambiar, commander of U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in ex- 
Yugoslavia, said Saturday 
Croatia was not known to be 
using any planes in its Krajina 
incursion. 

Serb forces Sunday shelled the 
strategically vital Maslenica 
Bridge area in southwest Croatia, 
Croatian Radio reported. 

The bridge is a vital link be- 
tween the north and south Croa- 
tian coastline, cut off by the Serbs 
in fighting which ended in a fra- 
gile U.N. -sponsored truce a year 
ago. It was the main reason for 
the incursion of Croatian forces 
Friday into the U.N.-controlled 
area. 

The Croats were trying to hold 
off the Serbs while securing a 
wider zone around the bridge, the 
radio repotted. 

The report could not be inde- 
pendently verified as Croat au- 
thorities were prohibiting United 
Nations troops. European Com- 
munity envoys and foreign 'jour- 
nalists from the combat area. 

Croatian Radio said all was 
quiet around the Zemunik Air- 
port area dose to the port of 
Zadar, where a French soldier 
was seriously wounded Saturday 
when Croat forces shelled U.N. 
peacekeeping forces positions. 

Serbian Television, quoting 
Serb military sources in Krajina, 
said all was quiet during the night 
along the entire frontline stretch- 
ing from the Maslenica Bridge to 
the Peruca Dam in the north. 

The Belgrade-based news 
agency Tan jug said seven soldiers 
and civilians were killed in the 
fighting between Benkovac and 
Zadar Saturday. 


It added that Croat forces were 
amassing along the border with 
Krajina. 

Croatian Radio said the condi- 
tion of the French soldier critical- 
ly wounded Saturday was no lon- 
ger life threatening. He was to be 
taken back to France to recover, 
sources at Zadar’s main hospital 
told Reuters. 

The authorities of Croatian 
northern port of Rijeka denied a 
Tanjug report that a Croatian 
ship laden with arms and 
ammunition for forces around 
Maslenica was turned back to its 
home port by NATO ships pat- 
rolling the Adriatic Sea. 

“Croatians could use land 
routes to transport weapons by 
truck so why should we go by ship 
and risk being caught?" the port 
captain told Reuters. 

Meanwhile international 
mediator Lord Owen said Sunday 
participants to peace talks in 
Geneva on the former Yugoslavia 
would not gjve up and would stay 
as long as it was necessary. 

“We are going to stay here as 
long as it takes," Lord Owen said 
on British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion Television. 

“We are not going to give up 
these negotiations. We are not 
going to have a recess unless we 
reach a brick wall, unless it is 
clear we cm not make any prog- 
ress." 

Lord Owen and fellow 
mediator Cyrus Vance held 
emergency talks Saturday with 
the presidents of Croatia, Serbia, 
Montenegro and the rump 
Yugoslavia on the crisis which 
erupted when Croatian troops 
stormed into the neutral U.N.- 
monitored area inhabited mainly 
by Serbs. 

“So long as we can see progress 
we will stick at it hour after hour. 
The key participants are here. 
We intend to stay here and we 
intend to get a settlement, but 
whether we can make it I just 
don't know.” be said, adding: 

"If we find that one party is 


Life at a standstill in Armenian capital 


YEREVAN, Armenia (Agen- 
cies) — Public transport came to 
a standstill, telephones stopped 
working and lights went out in the 
Armenian capital because of the 
bombing of a gas pipeline. 

The pipeline was blown up 
before dawn Saturday by “un- 
known persons" in neighbouring 
Georgia, the Armenian govern- 
ment said. 

The explosion destroyed five 
pillars supporting the pipeline 
over a river in Georgia’s Mar- 
neupolsky district, populated 
mostly by ethnic Azerbaijanis, 
the government said. 

Some news reports, however, 
said the explosion was-the result 
of an accident. 

The pipeline was the only one 
that delivered Turkmen gas to 
besieged Armenia. The republic 
is fighting with neighbouring 
Azerbaijan for control of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a moun- 
tainous, Armenian enclave within 
Azerbaijan. 

Azerbaijan's blockade of rail 
traffic and fuel deliveries to 


Armenia, as well as civil and 
ethnic wars in Georgia, have sev- 
erely disrupted the Armenian 
economy. All but three of Arme- 
nia's 360 industrial facilities had 
to be shut down, schools and 
universities were dosed for the 
winter and power blackouts have 
become common. 

The Turkmen gas was used to 
fuel the Yerevan power plant that 
supplied power. 

Following the Mast, the metro 
and electricity-powered trolley 
buses came to a standstill in 
Yerevan, a city of 1.7 million 
people. Most of the telephones 
and the city radio station were 
silent, and apartment houses 
were left without light. 

Even before the blast , there 
has been no heating in Yerevan. 
Temperatures at Yerevan homes 
Saturday reached a low 3 C (37 
F), with a freezing — 10 C (14 F) 
outside. 

Meanwhile, sporadic fighting 
and artillery duels were reported 
Friday and Saturday in Nagorno- 


Karabakh and some areas of the 
border separating Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. 

2 Russian troops killed 
in Georgia 

Meanwhile. Georgian leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze Saturday 
expressed regret at the killing of 
two Russian servicemen during 
an attack on their ammunition 
depot in the Georgian capital, 
Tbilisi. 

Georgian irregulars raided the 
depot in the suburbs of Tbilisi 
Friday, further straining tense re- 
lations with Moscow. 

The attack came hours before a 
Moscow delegation arrived for 
talks on the future of ex-Soviet 
troops stationed there, now 
under Russian command. 

“I express my deep regret ab- 
out what has happened," local 
television quoted Mr. Shevard- 
nadze as saying. “The interests of 
Georgia demand that this crime 
be solved. 


Scent Of A Woman triumphs 
at Golden Globes ceremony 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Scent Of 
A Woman starring Al Pacino was 
the surprise winner at the Golden 
Globe Awards ceremony Satur- 
day night, taking three of the top 
honours. 

The film is based on an uplift- 
ing story of a blind man and a 
young college student. 

A Few Good Men. the military 
courtroom drama starring Tom 
Cruise, was the surprise loser. 
Despite nominations for five 
awards, it came away with none 
as the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association presented its statuet- 
tes. 

The Universal Pictures produc- 
tion of Scent Of A Woman took 
the Best Dramatic Motion Pic- 
ture Award, as well as Best 
Dramatic Actor for Pacino and 
Best Screenplay for Bo Goldman. 

The Player, a cutting satire on 
the inner workings of the Holly- 
wood movie industry, won the 
Best Musical or Comedy Picture 
Award and garnered a second 
award for its star Tim Robbins, 
who received a Globe for Best 
Actor in a Musical or Comedy. 

Pacino, after accepting his 
award, told reporters: "The role I 
played was what we call in the 
trade, 'actor proof. No one; not 
even me, could mess it up. It was 
perfectly written. 

“It is very rare that you get a 
chance to play such a role." 

The loudest applause of the 
evening was reserved for Clint 
Eastwood, director and star of 
the western Unforgiven. 

Eastwood, the sharpshooting, 
tight-lipped king of modern-day 
westems. won the Golden Globe 
for Best Director for Unforgiven, 
a cowboy movie which decries 
violence. 

He said he was inspired to 
make die film as an anti-violence 


statement following last year’s 
bloody Los Angeles race riots. 

Eastwood told reporters after 
accepting his award that he had 
pondered over Un forgiven for 
eight years before making it. 

He was finally persuaded to do 
so, he said, following the Los 
Angeles riots, which were 
sparked by the acquittal of four 
white police officers accused of 
beating black motorist Rodney 
King. 

“1 thought it was time to look 
at the effects of violence on the 
perpetrator as well as the victim. 
/ wanted to tell young people that 
violence was no longer fashion- 
able," Eastwood said. 

Gene Hackman won Best Sup- 
porting Actor for his role in 
Unforgiven. 

Three British actresses also fe- 
atured in the awards. 

Miranda Richardson took the 
honours for Best Actress in a 
Comedy or Musical film for her 
role in Enchanted April, a whim- 
sical tale of four London women 
who escape the tedium of the city 
in the 1920s for an Italian holiday 
resort, and Joan Plowright took 
Best Supporting Actress for the 
same movie. 

Emma Thompson was voted 
Best Actress in a drama film for 
her role in the British Edwardian 
Melodrama Howards End. 

Disney's animated movie Alad- 
din. which had vieef with A Few 
Good Men as the top nominee, 
took awards for the Best Original 
Score in a Movie and the Best 
Original Song, for Alan Menken 
and Tim Rice's singalong A 
Whole New World. 

The Globes, celebrating their 
50lh anniversary, are seen as a 
barometer of who may win Holly- 
wood's most coveted awards, the 
Oscars of the Academy of Motion 



Clint Eastwood in hb movie Un- 
forgiven 

Picture Arts and Sciences, which 
are handed out in March. - 
Although gaining respect in 
Hollywood after years of being 
belittled as meaningless, the 
Globes are still very much the 
junior award to the Oscars. 

The Globes are voted on by 88 
foreign show business writers 
■ who make up the membership of 
the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association, while the Oscars are 
chosen by more than 4,000 enter- 
tainment industry professionals. 

Indochine, France's romantic 
historical epic starring Catherine 
Deneuve, won the Golden Globe 
for Best Foreign Language Film. 

The movie, with Deneuve as a 
rubber plantation owner, tells the 
Story of the last quarter century 
of France’s rule in Indochina. 


-blocking us we will go to the 
Security Council and put the 
issues straight out in front of the 
world and perhaps say some of 
the things we have bitten back 
over the past months." 

Lord Owen said: “Intervention 
on the ground is an immensely 
difficult option and it will put at 
risk humanitarian effort... the 
idea that you can intervene with- 
out threatening that humanita- 
rian effort is doud cuckoo land." 

He said he hoped that if a 
peace settlement was achieved, 
British troops and others would 
be prepared to change their role 
from a humanitarian one to a 
genuine peacekeeping mission. 

“What we would want them to 
do is to be prepared to change the 
mandate, become part of the 
peacekeeping and monitoring of 
the ceasefire and cessation of 
hostilities." 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali Friday deplored 
Croatia’s “unilateral military ac- 
tion" in sending troops over the 
year-old U.N. truce line into Kra- 
jina region and said U.N. forces 
were trying to prevent any escala- 
tion. 

A statement issued through a 
spokesman said the Croatian ac- 
tion was a setback to efforts by 
the U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) to achieve a peaceful 
transfer of control to Croatia. 

“UNPROFOR is taking all 
steps in its power to prevent the 
situation from escalating," it 
added. 

In Bonn, Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel condemned Satur- 
day die offensive by Croatian 
troops on the edge of Krajina 
region. 

“I condemn and regret... the 
push by Croatian troops into Kra- 
/ina," be said in a statement. 

“The outbreak of military vio- 
lence in the Krajina area control- 
led by United Nations blue hel- 
met troops is a setback in the 
search for a political solution to 
the conflict in former Yugosla- 
via.” 


Khmer 
Rouge ‘will 
not disrupt’ 
elections 

PHNOM PENH (AP) — Austra 
lian Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans said Sunday he was certain 
the Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
would not try to disrupt Cambo- 
dia's elections in May because the 
world community would react 
strongly. 

“The Khmer Rouge are work- 
ing on the assumption that they 
can achieve their objective with- 
out breaking down the electoral 
process," Mr. Evans told repor- 
ters after a three-day visit for 
talks with U.N. and Cambodian 
officials. “They want to protect 
what they have.” 

The guerrilla group is believed 
to control 15 to 20 per cent of 
Cambodia's territory and about 
10 per cent of the population. But 
Mr. Evans said he felt the Khmer 
Rouge lacked popular support 
and would not stand in the way of 
peace. 

“Broadly, l believe this process 
is still on track and I am very 
optimistic about bringing the pro- 
cess home and creating a durable 
peace in the country,” said Mr. 
Evans, who drew up many basic 
concepts of tile pe.^ce plan. 

Later Sunday, during a stopov- 
er in Bangkok, Mr. Evans said 
the Khmer Rouge would not risk 
disrupting the balloting because 
that would expose it to great 
international opposition and 
possibly internationally sup- 
ported military action. The group 
simply does not have the capabil- 
ity to resume war, he said. 

By staying out of the election, 
the Khmer Rouge could retain 
territory and population that it 
otherwise might lose if Khmer 
Rouge zones were opened to the 
polls. Mr. Evans said. 




SUPPORTING FOREIGNERS: Partid- 

panls in the largest demonstration in Vienna since 
1945 light their candles near the city centre 
Saturday as part of a protest against a referendum 
in Austria which would restrict the Dumber of’ 


.wtipias living in the country. Over 200,000 
people took part in the protest against the 
refatadum called by the right- whig “Liberal 
Party” (AFP photo) 


Hundreds 

mourn 

Audrey 

Hepburn 

TOLOCHENAZ. Switzerland 
(R) — Hundreds of mourners 
gathered in this small Swiss vil- 
lage Sunday to pay tribute to film 
star Audrey Hepburn, who died 
last week from cancer at the age 
of 63. 

Friends and colleagues from 
the cinema world — as well as 
dozens of reporters and photo- 
graphers — gathered at the 
church overlooking Lake Geneva 
for a funeral service before her 
burial . the Tolochenaz Cemet- 
ery. 

Ms. Hepburn, whose doe-like 
beauty and dry wit captivated 
audiences during the 1950s and 
1960s, abandoned her film career' 
in her early 40s to bring up her 
two sons in Switzerland and later 
campaign for hungry children in 
fife Third World. 

Her cancer was discovered last 
summer after she made a visit to 
Somalia as an emissary for the 
United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) to draw work! atten- 
tion to the famine there. 

Her first husband and fellow 
screen star Mel Ferrer, whom she 
divorced in 1968, and her two 
sons Sean and Luca followed the 
coffin into the simple Protestant 
Church after it arrived in a grey 
hearse. 

Among other mourners were 
Roger Moore, star of some James 
Bond films, and Hubert Given- 
chy who beads the Paris fashion 
house for whom the Belgian-born 
Hepburn was once a model. 

Huge bouquets and wreaths of 
flowers lay outside the church, 
where 83-year-old retired Pastor 
Maurice. Endiguer who per- 
formed her marriage to Ferrer 35 
years ago presided over the 
funeral service. 

Most of the 1,650 people of 
Tolochenaz, nestling in vineyards 
some 15 kilometres to the west of 
i Lausanne at the foot of the Jura 
Mountains, were on the streets in 
sombre clothes to join the hom- 
age to their famous neighbour. ' 

Villagers paid tribute to her 
role in local life.” She was so 
natural, so bumble," said one 
woman interviewed on Swiss 
Television. “I had great admira- 
tion for her. She was no snob. 
She made small talk with every- 
one.” 

The mayor of Tolochenaz, 
Pierre- Alain Merrier, agreed, 
adding: “She chose this region to 
have peace. And she had it right 
to the end.” 

Other international film stars, 
including Richard Burton and 
Charlie Chaplin, chose to spend 
their last years in this scenic, 
wine-growing region of Switzer- 
land. 

The tranquillity and Swiss re- 
spect for privacy, coupled with 
easy access to Geneva Airport, 
have made such towns attractive 
to stars seeking respite from the 
public eye. 




Russia keeps space programme alive 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia launched two cosmonauts into orbit 
aboard a Soy uz spacecraft Sunday, keeping alive a space 
programme in urgent need of financial support from the West. 
The Soyuz TM-16, in the white-blue-red livery of Russia, roared 
into a blue sky from the Baikonur launch pad on frozen steppe 
land in the former Soviet republic of Kazakhstan. The launch was 
shown live on television. ITAR-TASS News Agency quoted 
mission control in Kaliningrad, near Moscow, as saying all 
systems were working normally and the cosmonauts were well. 
The spacecraft was scheduled to link up with the Mir orbital space 
station Tuesday using, for the first time, a newly-installed manual 
docking system rather than the previous automatic mechanism 
which caused trouble on an expedition in 1991. 

28 die in Pakistan bomb blasts 

HYDERABAD, Pakistan (AP) — Shops and offices shut down in a 
one-day general strike Sunday to protest two bomb blasts that 
killed at least 28 people. The blasts occurred late Saturday within 
minutes of each other, ripping through a residential neighbour- 
hood and jolting people from their sleep and damaging a hotel in 
Hyderabad's old walled section. At least 100 people wpre 
wounded, many of them seriously, polioe said. No one claimed 
responsibility for the blasts, but police said they suspected Jeay 
Sindh, a militant group that is demanding the creation of a 
separate nation in southern Sindh province. Hyderabad is the 
second largest city in southern Sindh and is about 150 miles (240 
kilometres) north of the provincial capital, Karachi. 

FBI director fights for ]ob 

WASHINGTON (R) — Embattled Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) Director William Sessions have vowed to fight to keep 
his job and said personal animosity from former Attorney 
General William Barr may be at the root of allegations of ethical 
violations against Mr. Sessions. “I am not ashamed. My conduct 
was not improper. My conduct was not unethical," Mr. Sessions 
told a group of reporters in his office. Last Friday, in one of his 
last acts as chief law enforcement officer for former President 
George Bush, Mr. Barr released a Justice Department report that 
accused Mr. Sessions of serious ethical lapses, strongly criticised 
the FBI director and ordered him to take remedial action. Mr. 
Sessions said none of the allegations could be supported bat Mr. 
Bair said the evidence was overwhelming and called die explana- 
tions for Mr. Sessions' conduct “wholly un persuasive.” 

Jackson supports return to Aristide 

PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — The Rev. Jesse Jackson began a visit 
to Haiti Friday by vowing that democracy will be restored and 
exiled President Jean-Bertrand Aristide will be returned to 
power. ‘‘Democracy will be restored, Aristide will be returned, 
and education and health care will come,” the U.S. rivO rights 
leader declared at the start of his first visit to this politically- 
troubled Caribbean country. Rev. Jackson, who discussed Haiti 
with Secretary of State Warren Christopher before coming here, 
said that during his 48 hour visit he hoped to meet church, labour 
and military leaders to help find a peaceful solution to the crisis 
that has gripped the impoverished country since the 1991 military 
coup toppled the democratically-elected Aristide. 

Man held for Downing Street bomb 

LONDON (R) — British police charged an unemployed man in 
connection with an Irish Republic Army (IRA) car bombing near 
Prime Minister John Major’s office in central London last 
October. Patrick Oliver Murphy, 52, of West London was also 
charged with abduction. He was arrested Wednesday and will 
appear in court Monday. No one was injured on Oct. 30 when the 
bomb exploded in a taxi that had been hijacked at gunpoint by 
two men. The blast ripped the car apart and shattered windows in- 
nearby government buildings. The IRA, which is fighting to oast 
Britain from Northern Ireland, claimed responsibility and said the 
bombing had been carried out by one of its active service units. 

Viennese inarch in support of foreigners 

VIENNA (R) — More than 200.000 people gathered in Vienna to 
protest against an anti-foreigner petition being organised by the 
right-wing Freedom Party, the organisers said. “This is a day 
unlike any other. We are taking part in the biggest demonstration 
m the history of the second republic,” demonstration organiser 
Andre Heller told a crowd gathered before the Hofburg Imperial 
Palace. Mr. Heller, an artist who heads a platform of celebrities 
and artists compaigning to promote tolerance in Austria. Said the 
turnout was twice as high as lie had expected. Mr. Heller stud 
250,000 had attended the rally. 


NATO’s new peacekeeping plans to include combat 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO plans 
for peacekeeping missions in 
cooperation with its former War- 
saw Pact enemies will include 
options for combat, effectively 
extending the alliance's security 
umbrella beyond its borders for 
die first time. 

NATO officials told Reuters 
planning was at an early stage but 
it could not be restricted to the 
traditional idea of using lightly- 
armed troops deployed with the 
consent of all warring parties. 

The 16-natk>n North Adantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO), 
traditionally limited to the de- 
fence of member states, agreed 
last month to take on new mis- 
sions to try and prevent more 
Yugoslav-style conflicts in 
Europe from erupting. 

The alliance plans to involve 
Eastern European nations and 
former Soviet republics in 
peacekeeping as we understand it 
for years are probably over,” said 


U.S. General John Shalikashvili, 
NATO’s top commander in 
Europe. 

“Prudence dictates that in our 
planning we take that aspect (of 
combat) into account," he told 
Reuters last week. 

Germany's armed forces chief. 
General Klaus Naumann, said 
recently that peacekeeping now 
coyered a whole range of military 
operations beyond the deploy- 
ment of U.N.-style “blue berets" 
— right up to fully-fledged com- 
bat missions. 

Gen. Shalikashvili said NATO 
was now working on plans for 
rules of engagement, training and 
the types of forces needed for the 
new missions. 

These would have to be 
approved by NATO governments 
and the alliance has made dear 
that it will act only when asked by 
the United Nations or the Con- 
ference on Security and Coopera- 


tion in Europe (CSCE). 

Officials say the U.N. mission 
in former Yugoslavia, as well as 
the mission to protect the Kurds 
in northern Iraq in the wake of 
the 1991 Gulf war, had shown 
peacekeeping could easily involve 
the use of force. 

NATO officials say future con- 
tingency plans for using allied 
forces in .peacekeeping would be 
highly flexible but they would 
include the deployment of heavy 
equipment such as artillery and 
tanks, as well as plans for air 
cover. 

The alliance is cutting its forces 
now that fee cold war is over, reshap- 
ing them into more multinational, 
mobile units. Some of them have 
been earmarked as "rapid reac- 
tion forces,” able to deploy with- 
in a few days or weeks.' 

NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woemer said Friday 
such forces would be ideal for the 


new peacekeeping missions. 

The political implications are 
potentially huge. 

Many Eastern European na- 
tions. induding Poland, Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia, want NATO 
to offer them security guarantees 
or membership because they are 
worried that ethnic or nationalist 
tensions may bring fresh con- 
flicts. 

NATO has refused to offer 
such guarantees. But diplomats 
say that by involving them in 
peacekeeping missions and ack- 
nowledging that these may in- 
dude combat if necessary, the 
alliance will effectively extend its 
security umbrella. 

“It won’t be anything formal 
and it won’t be a clear guaran- 
tee, 1 ' said one diplomat. “But it 
will be a pretty dear signal to any 
potential aggressor that they 
should think twice, because there 
is die possibility force will be 
used:" 


Clinton reads ' 
Bush letter 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Preti- . 
dent Bill Ointon said a note left 
for him in the Oval Office 6y " 
former President George Bui®.: 
and was “very generous" arid ^ 
“very encouraging.” Outgoing ■ 
presidents have traditionally left 
a personal letter for their succes- 
sors in the Oval Office. Mr. Bush - i 
wrote a note last Wednesday attf ] 
left it in an envelope on the desk. ' 
Mr. Clinton read it Friday. Asked 
Saturday what the note said, Mr.“ - [ 
Clinton declined to givedetafe; ; 
“I think we should leave it be- ‘ 
tween the two of us," he said; “Ji 
was a veiy generous note and a 
very encouraging one." In 1989, ' ; 
Mr. Reagan left such a letter for . 
Mr. Bush. On bis way to Califor- 
nia after Mr. Bush's maraura- 
tion. Mr. Reagan described that 
note as “just a little one tcllihg 
him just to cany on and he’d be 
in my thoughts. and prayers.’’ 

Major's footballing 
son sent off twice . 
in one week 

LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
John Major’s son is earning a 
reputation as one of the hard men 
of British soccer after being sent 
off twice this week. James, 18, 
who plays left-back, has now 
been dismissed four times this 
season and could be banned for' 

35 days under Football Associa- 
tion rules. On Sunday, James was 
sent off for punching an opponent 
in an under-18 village league 
match. Three days later a profes- 
sional foul when playing for his 
school earned him another red - 
card. “I couldn't care less if it was ' 
Prince Charles, fee procedure is * 
exactly the same .for everyone," 
said Maurice Armstrong, an offi- 
cial of Huntingdonshire Football 
Association. “I must say l can't 
remember anybody ever being 
sent off four times m one season 
before,” be told the London. 
Evening Standard Friday. John 
■Major is member of parliament 
for Huntingdon. 

Former Indonesian 
first lady 
sentenced to Jail 

MEEKER. Colorado (R) — For- 
mer Indonesian first lady Dewi 
Sukarno, who had pleaded guilty # 
to cutting the face of a socialite 
rival, was sentenced to 60 days in 
jail and. fined S700. Mrs. Sukar- 
no, 52, was accused of smashing a 
champagne glass in Victoria 
Osmena's face on Jan. 2, 1992 
during a celebrity-filled dinner, 
party at Aspen Club Lodge. 
Osmena, 44, is the .gran daughter - 
of former Philippines President 
Sergio Osmena. “I did not intend 
to do it. I would like to express - 
my apology and sorrow," Mrs. 
Sukarno said from the witness 
stand. Because of the extent of 
pre-trial publicity, fee case bad 
been transferred to this snow; 
covered ranching town from glit- 
zy Aspen, where the attack on 
Ms. Osmena took place. Mr£ 
Sukarno, whose husband was fin 
donesia's first president, pleaded $ 
guilty on Dec. 3 to second-degree 
assault and disorderly conduct: • 
She was scheduled to report to 
jail Monday. 

Japan envisions 
nuclear power 
plants on the moon 

TOKYO (R) — Energy-poor* 
Japan, forging ahead wife ag' 
ambitious nuclear power de- 
velopment plan, is eyeing' tl» 
moon as a. possible site. for aoo-. 
lear plants. The Sctence and 
Technology Agency, a govern- • 
ment ministry, is planning to . 
launch a five-year ■ project this • - 
spring to develop a converter that 
can change energy generated by_ 
nuclear power plants fee moon ' 
into electricity and then transmit.. . 
it to earth, news reports sad ■ 
Saturday. The agency unveiled 

the next-generation energy pro- £ 
ject, touting it as the answer to 7 ' 
future energy needs and a way W. - 
reduce dependency on nuclear - 
power generation on earth, the- 
reports said. Japan, which relies 
on imports for about' SJS'pef cent " 
of its energy resources, is steadily 
increasing its use of nuclear paw- 


Monk arrested after 
sex with corpse 

BANGKOK (R) — A Bw& 
monk has been .stripped, of 
saffron robes and arrested’^ter .' : 
he was caught having sex wifem? 
corpse of a 40-year-old woffling ' 
Thai press reports said. £ 

ports said the monk, Sama\Fafi£ f, 
thong, 35, was arrested after ; 
being found with the corpse fe V:- 
temple during the tferd iught-f£ 
the woman’s funeral rites.' FoS**- . 
told reporters they charged . the - - 
monk with damaging the 'coffin a$_: : 
they could not find a few bamo& A' 
sex wife a corpse. 


